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Friday Prayer
"O believers, when the call is
given for the Friday prayer,
hasten to the remembrance of
Allah and leave your business;
this is best for you, if you but
knew." (The Quran, 62:9)
The Khutba is an obligatory
(fard) part of the Jumma Prayer.

A

new management was recently voted into office at the Islamic Center of Cleveland (ICC).
It is no coincidence that there is a discernible
increase in the ICC’s activities following the elections.
It is indeed a new beginning. A combination of a new constitution and a new management. The term beginning may be misnomer to describe the recent developments. It is
rather a continuation of the work of the pioneers of the ICC, and those who nurtured it
from infancy to its current mature state. However, the new management needs to be
commended for making a perceptible difference within such a short time at the helm.
The refreshing change is a direct result of the amendment to the constitution that enables each member to claim direct ownership of the various projects of the Center. As
per the new constitution, the ICC’s activities are governed by committees comprising
members drawn from the general assembly. The responsibility is now shared by the
elected officials and the committee members. The system is inclusive by design.

Due to the sheer size of its congregation, the ICC is the flagship of the armada of Muslim organizations in the Greater Cleveland area. It has a non-trivial impact on the entire local Muslim community in general. It is, therefore, important that it stays focused
on a well-defined path to avoid the fate of the Bismarck that, despite being powerful,
met its doom when it lost its ability to steer.
Mashallah, by all indications so far, Br. Jalal Abu-Shaweesh’s team is steering the ICC
in the right direction. What is required now is the involvement of the general public to
populate the nine committees that have been formed to lead the Center’s activities.
Enough time has been wasted expecting others to improve our lives. It is now time to
overcome the inertia of indifference, and step forward to make a difference. Ask how
you can help your Islamic Center today!

Advertise in The Cleveland Muslim
Publicize your business; Support your newsletter!
Call: (440)471-4153

Email: info@clevelandmuslim.org
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Salaam Cleveland
Muslim Women’s Association

S

alaam Cleveland was established in 2002 to promote diversity and spread the message of peace
and equality. This unique organization has 2
main goals; to encourage unity and social harmony
among Muslims and to elevate understanding between
different faiths and ethnicities. These goals are accomplished through organization and support of charitable
activities and social and educational events throughout
the greater Cleveland area.
The group’s initiatives are based on common ethical
principles, and their projects are chosen to benefit both
Muslim and non-Muslim communities. The group sincerely believes that tolerance and unity are essential for
mutual respect and have actively promoted diversity.
For example during Ramadan, Salaam Cleveland provided food to Laura’s Home a Christian based women’s
shelter as well as to a mosque for Muslim refugees.
Salaam Cleveland is comprised of 50 Muslim women.
There is no leadership hierarchy, every member participates equally. The group is self-sufficient and does not
rely on outside resources for funding. Some of the
group’s key accomplishments to date are

•

Provided a monthly dinner to a charitable shelter.
The group has provided and served food at Laura’s
Home, Angeline Christian Home and the Ronald
McDonald House.

•

Provided Thanksgiving dinners for the less fortunate
through the City Mission and Catholic Charities.

•

Distributed fruit baskets to women’s shelters on
Mothers’ Day.

•

Personally thanked and showed appreciation to the
hardworking employees of the police and fire departments and post offices in the Greater Cleveland area.

•

Volunteered at the hunger center to help distribute
gifts and food for the holidays

•

Supported the American Heart and Lung association
by participation in their walks and fundraising efforts.

•

Worked with Catholic Charities to help assimilate
refugees from Afghanistan, Somalia, Turkey and
Iran.

Future Plans: The organization will continue to do all
of the above plus participate in walks for Hunger and
Justice. Also, try and start a health clinic at the Masjid
on 9400 Detroit Ave. Insha’ Allah.
Salaam Cleveland bases its work on universal human
values and believes that seeing a simple act of human
kindness can make people more loving, compassionate
and forgiving. For more information on Salaam Cleveland or becoming a member please contact:
Mahira Arif
Shahnaz Khan
Zarina Siddiqi

(440) 238 7669
(216) 371 3690
(440) 238 3796
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Meet the President Islamic Center of Cleveland

A

T

The mild-mannered Br. Jalal is a physician. He is a neonatologist - a pediatrician who specializes in premature
and newborn babies - at the Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital. He is also an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Case Western Reserve University.

TCM: What is your vision for the ICC?

s The Cleveland Muslim reported recently, the
members of the Islamic Center of Cleveland
(ICC) voted a new management into office. Br.
Jalal Abu-Shaweesh was elected as the new President of
the ICC.

he Cleveland Muslim posed a few questions to
Br. Jalal regarding his vision for the Islamic
Center. Br. Jalal was very cooperative and willing to discuss his views with us. Here are some excerpts
from the exchange:

Br. Jalal: My vision for ICC is that it will be a place
where the Islamic Community comes together. Not just
to pray and worship Allah, but to share all our social activities together. A place where we teach our kids about
our religious and social values and celebrate their
achievements. I also see the Islamic Center at the forefront of supporting the needy and less fortunate families
in our community.
TCM: What is the greatest challenge facing the ICC
today?

Dr. Jalal Abu-Shaweesh
President, Islamic Center of Cleveland

Br. Jalal and his wife, Sr. Kholoud Wishah, have been
married for 13 years, Alhamdulillah. Sr. Kholoud is also
a pediatrician at the RBC Hospital, and specializes in
Allergy Immunology. They have four wonderful children - two girls, Ghada (12 years) and Dalya (7), and
two boys, Mahmoud (9) and Omar (2.5). Br. Jalal and
Sr. Kholoud moved to the Cleveland area in 1995 from
Iowa City, Iowa, where Br. Jalal completed his training
in Pediatrics. They now live in Westlake.

Br. Jalal: There are a lot of challenges facing the ICC at
this time. In order to move forward we have to stop looking backward. The whole community has to come back
together and we all have to be proactive in that purpose.
I think I speak for all elected officials when I say that we
all believe in this and we are all working actively in recruiting every muslim in our area to be active again at
the ICC. We also need to work towards extending more
support to our kids, and teach and guide them and our
younger brothers and sisters. I think the weekend school
is a great start. But we need to do more and the coming
activities of the newly formed Youth Committee at the
ICC hopefully will work towards that. The ultimate goal,
of course, is the establishment of a full time Islamic
school.
TCM: Do you think we have enough activities at the
ICC right now?
Br. Jalal: The answer is no. However, give us some
time. The new constitution that was approved last year
calls for multiple committees that have been formed already and are chaired by members of the Board of Trustees. These committees will oversee a plethora of activi(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

ties at the ICC including those covering educational, social, sports and youth, women and outreach activities.

Letter to the Editors

TCM: What are the changes that you would like to
bring to the ICC as the new president?

Detroit Avenue Masjid Update

Br. Jalal: Get everybody involved and active in all sorts
of functions at the ICC. This includes not only increasing
the number of members of the ICC, but also the number
that show up for elections, voting and general assembly
meetings. I would also like to increase the activities and
functions of ICC and have everybody involved in it. I
would work very hard in implementing all the rules and
regulation in our new constitution and make sure that all
the functions of the ICC are in accordance with the Islamic shariaa.
TCM: What steps do you plan to take to get the community more involved in the ICC activities?
Br. Jalal: We can not do any of the activities we plan to
do without the support and involvement of all muslims,
both members and non-members. I want to emphasize
that ICC is and has always been open to all muslims. We
need all the help and support that we can get. So please
come forward and join in and stand shoulder to shoulder
with your brother/sister both in prayer and in life.
TCM: How do you intend to work with the other masajid and Muslim organizations in the Cleveland area?
Br. Jalal: I think that all Islamic centers in NE Ohio and
may be even Ohio have to work together to further the
cause of muslims. We have already started working towards that. We are coordinating our activities and functions with those of other Islamic centers in the area.
The Cleveland Muslim wishes Br. Jalal and his team the
best in leading the ICC towards a bright future!

To,
The Editors
The Cleveland Muslim
Re: 9400 Detroit Ave Masjid
Salaams,
Thanks to your and Plain Dealer’s coverage of the needs
of the Muslim Refugee population of the Cleveland
Area, many generous people have stepped forward and
have donated money to help the refugees get a place of
worship of their own.
As stated in the last months issue we had a goal of collecting $20,000 for a down payment and I am happy to
report, with God’s grace, we have collected $11,000 so
far. The good people have stepped forward on their
own; this has been achieved without a formal fundraising effort. Fund- raising for this cause will be held
at the Center after the Friday prayers one day next
month. Br Jalal, the President of the Center, will also be
contacting other Masajid in the area to help out.
The Masjid at 9400 Detroit is now open on weekdays
between Zuh’r and Isha. Additionally, it has a week-end
school between 10 AM and 12 noon for Arabic/
Qurannic studies for the children. About 30 – 40 children attend regularly.
Zahid Siddiqi
Editors’ Note: Please help raise the remaining $9,000
required to keep the masjid open for the Muslim Refugees and their children.
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Mai Hamed’s Art Show a Success
(By: Sr. Arooj Ashraf)

T

he quaint gallery in Tremont features alternative
artists with unique stories and art that is anything but ordinary.

For Mai Hamed it was the perfect location to display her
watercolor paintings and share her message of hope, defiance and courage.
Hamed’s art show opened at the Inside Outside Gallery
on Nov. 11 with 30 vibrant orange and red paintings of
flowers, fluffy red sparrows perched on snow-clad
branches and abstracts. Most of the paintings sold within
an hour of the show’s opening as more than 50 visitors
strolled the gallery, enjoying humus and the displays.
Hamed, a victim of domestic violence lost both hands
and vision in one eye and suffered third degree burns on
Dec. 5, 2003.

and her work fascinating. “There’s a lot more going on
in her paintings than you can see at the surface,” said
Fleischer. He describes her paintings as simple with a
distinctive flavor that only she can add; herself.
“It’s her story in every painting,” he said.
He enjoyed the bright colors Hamed uses in most of her
work, “They give you a feeling of warmth,” he says.
Tiffany Kehoe, a friend of Hamed has seen Hamed heal
over the years. She says her paintings have progressed
from dark to more cheerful and use brighter colors. “I
cannot imagine what she has been through,” says Kehoe.
She said Hamed’s paintings are a mirror of her deepest
emotions and it is a huge accomplishment for her to host
the art show.
Hamed’s mother’s traditional Palestinian needle-points
were also added to the art show.
Inside Outside Gallery is located at 2688 W. 14th St.,
Cleveland, OH 44113.

Just two years later she is recovering through art. Hamed
paints by using a universal hand cuff which allows her to
hold a paint brush. Hamed said she was surprised by
everyone’s reaction to her art and was humbled by the
compliments and support she received.
She says painting makes her heart happy and she wants
to live a long and happy life. Her favorite subjects are
flowers because she appreciates their symbolic blossoms
and ability to make life wonderful.
Jeremy Fleischer, a Fine Arts student at Kent State University said the show was a success and he found Hamed

Islamic Books

Gifts

Houseware

Islamic books in English/Arabic; Videos and CDs
English/Arabic Software and educational toys
Framed Calligraphy and Islamic Artwork
Gifts, clothes, and much much more!
3527 W. 130th Street at Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44111

(216)941-9710
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Eid ul Fitr in Cleveland

Huffaz celebrate Eid: Hafiz Muhammad Aiyub Jogyat (L) and Hafiz Mohammad Yunus (R) with Br. Aziz, and Br. Arif Usmani, respectively at the ICC.

Eid is about children: Br. Sohail Mustafa with his daughter, Emaan, on Eid day. Right: Br. Bashar Hamdan with his son, Abdullah, and Br. Fuad Hamed.

Children were an integral part of Eid festivities at the Eid party of MACE (left), and the joint celebration hosted by Masjid
Uqbah and Masjid Al-Islam.
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NE Ohio Muslims Hold Joint Fundraiser
for Earthquake Victims - Raise $200,000

any Muslim organizations from Northeast
Ohio held a combined fundraiser on Oct 23.
The Iftar was hosted by the Islamic Society of
Akron and Kent (ISAK) in Cuyahoga Falls.

Association of Cleveland East (MACE), CAIR-OHIO,
Unity Center (Brecksville), Uqbah Mosque Foundation,
and the MSAs of Univ. of Akron, Case Western Reserve
Univ., Cleveland State Univ., and Kent State Univ.
Speakers from several sponsoring organizations addressed the gathering. Br. Khalid Qazi, of the American
Muslim Public Affairs Council (AMPAC), made a presentation describing the extent of devastation in the earthquake-hit areas.
According to Br. Shamim Ahmad of the ISAK, about
$200,000 were raised, Mashallah. These funds have already been donated to the victims through three charitable organizations - the Edhi Foundation, ICNA Relief
Fund, and Islamic Relief.

Other organizations sponsoring the event included the
First Cleveland Mosque, Islamic Center of Cleveland,
Islamic Society of Mansfield, Islamic Society of
Youngstown, Islamic Society of Northeast Ohio
(Canton), Masjid Al-Islam, Masjid Al-Madina, Muslim

Do remember our brothers and sisters in the earthquakestricken areas in your prayers, and continue to donate to
this noble cause. Alhamdulillah, the response of the
community has so far been very encouraging. May Allah
reward the donors for their efforts.

Imam Fawaz Damra Arrested
HOLYLAND IMPORTED FOODS
Support Meeting to be held on Sat, Dec 10
12831 Lorain Ave., Cleveland, OH 44111

I

mam Fawaz Damra of the Islamic Center of Cleveland was arrested on his way to the Fajr prayers on
Friday, November 25.

(216)671-7736

He has since been taken to Detroit, and his trial is expected to start in January.
An interfaith gathering to support the Imam will be held
at the Islamic Center of Cleveland on Saturday, December 10, at 4:00 p.m.
Please pray for Imam Fawaz and his family in their time
of hardship. May Allah make it easy for them to face
these testing times.

The Cleveland Muslim to take a break
in January
Inshallah, we are planning to perform the Hajj this year,
and, therefore, will not be able to publish The Cleveland
Muslim in January 2006. We would like to wish all our
readers a happy Eid. We request you to pray to Allah to
accept our Hajj, Inshallah.
Shahla and Sami Mohammed, Editors, TCM

Mediterranean, European & Asian Grocery
Fresh Halal Meat, Vegetables & Fruit
Fresh Pita Bread & Pastries
All types of spices and oils, Fresh olives

Food Catering Available
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The Young Muslim
Al-Ihsan Students raise $2300 for
Katrina and Earthquake victims

S

tudents of Cleveland’s only full-time Islamic
School, The Al Ihsan School of Excellence
(ASE), raised approximately $2300 for the hurricane and earthquake victims.
Al Ihsan believes in the overall development of its students as complete muslims. As part of the curriculum,
students are taught compassion and kindness towards
all, irrespective of their religious affiliation. The recent
natural disasters provided an opportunity for the students
to put their learning to practice by raising money for the
victims of Hurrican Katrina and the earthquake.

Children raise money for earthquake victims at ICC Eid party
Zaeem and Ammar Mustafa, Ali Usmani, Husna
Sharief , Wali Ahmed, Salman and Sanya Jaffer, Omer
Ashraf, Suhail and Faisal Khan, Saad Siddiqi, and Moez
Pervez had a bake sale at the ICC Eid party to raise
money for the earthquake victims in Pakistan and surrounding areas. They baked cookies and brownies with
their moms, and were successful in raising about $350.

Following Katrina, the students began by studying hurricanes, weather patterns, and the effects that the hurricane can have on the environment as well as the people.
Students then brainstormed ways to help the victims and
discussed their Islamic duty to help those in need.
ASE had several bake sales at local masajid and raised
money from that. Students also had a daily collection,
and the various grades competed with each other to raise
funds. The ASE staff wanted the results of their efforts
to be concrete. They wanted children to understand first
hand how they can help victims.
ASE partnered with Interfaith Cleveland with the help of
Sr. Julia Shearson of CAIR to directly help a Katrinastricken family that had migrated to Cleveland. They felt
that this was much more efficient than working indirectly through various charitable organizations. All
money was donated to this family to help with bills and
other expenses incurred in their move to Cleveland.
The family also has two school age children. Al Ihsan
has also provided the children with full scholarships to
ASE.
The money collected for the earthquake victims is also
being channeled via responsible parties to the needy.
The fundraising served the dual purpose of collecting
money for the needy, and instilling Islamic values in the
children.

The children were very excited, and felt that they had
done something to help the needy.

Sisters observe first Ramadan Fast
Azmina and Naseeha
Mohammed, daughters of
Shahla and Sami Mohammed, observed their first
fast this Ramadan. Azmina
is 7 years old, and
Naseeha is 5. They are
students at the Al Ihsan
School , enrolled in Grade
2 and Kindergarten, respectively.
May Allah accept their
ibadah, and keep them on
the straight path of Islam.
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Islamic Center of Cleveland
Hajj 2006 Writing Contest
Up to 5th

Grades

6th to 8th

9th to 12th

Write about ALL of

A, B, and C

A, B, C, and D

A, B, C, D, and E

Minimum Word Count

1000

1500

2000

1st Prize

$40

$75

$100

2 Prize

$30

$50

$75

3rd Prize

$20

$30

$50

nd

Uniqueness Award

T

For the most unique essay there will be a special award of $50

he Islamic Center of Cleveland is offering attractive cash prizes to the winners of its Hajj
2006 Writing Contest.

The guidelines of the contest are summarized in the
above table. Grade 5 and below students are required to
write about topics A, B, and C. Grade 6 to 8 should include topics A, B, C, and D, and Grade 9 to 12 students
should include all topics, A to E in their entry.
The topics are as follows:
A – Interview someone who went to Hajj
What did you learn about Hajj?
What touched you in their story?
B – Interview someone who did not go to Hajj
What do you think of their overall knowledge about Hajj?
What are their reasons for not going to Hajj?
C – How do your interviews influence your thoughts
about going or not going to Hajj?
D – Explore the uniqueness of Hajj as a religious journey.
E – Write about the effect of Hajj on someone famous
(example, Malcolm X).
Rules:
1. Deadline: 01/10/2006
2. Must be typed.
3. Must include name, age, grade, email address, and
phone number. Entries without this information are not
eligible for prizes.
4. Creativity, quality of writing, attention to detail, spelling and grammar are all grading factors.

Submitting your Entries:
1. Email your entry to: contest@iccleveland.org
Email Subject: ICC Hajj 2006 Writing Contest
2. Or Mail your entry to:
ICC Hajj 2006 Writing Contest
6055 W 130th St.
Parma, OH 44130
3. Or drop your entry off at the office of the Secretary of
the Islamic Center of Cleveland

Syra Arif Awarded
Southwest General Scholarship
Syra Arif, daughter of Br. Humayun Arif, and Sr. Mahira,
was awarded the Southwest General Hospital Junior Volunteer Scholarship.
These scholarships, worth $500 each, are awarded to
graduating high school seniors, active in the volunteer
program at Southwest General. Syra was among the only
three individuals chosen for this award, based on their
contribution to the volunteer program. volunteer hours
were spent assisting customers at the Corner Shop in
Southwest General.
Syra graduated from Strongsville High School, and is
currently pursuing her bachelor’s degree in Biomedical
Engineering at the Ohio State University in Columbus.
The Cleveland Muslim congratulates Syra on her achievement, and wishes her the best in her future.
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East Meets West
My Journey Over the Summer
(By: Sunia Arif)

M

y typical Strongsvillian suburban life was
very much missed this summer. As I was fantasizing about a Panera bagel for breakfast, I
glanced down at my plate and remembered that I was
still in Pakistan. That meant eating ethnic food for yet
another breakfast.
I remember vaguely having an idea of what it would be
like spending a few weeks across the world. As I stepped
out of the airport, I was first hit by the intense humidity,
and then the smell of a gorgeous rose necklace being
draped around my neck. It had been four years since I
was greeted by my family overseas.
Being a native Strongsvillian meant that I had many of
the same questions as my friends have. I wondered if all
the news I was watching was really true; was the average
Pakistani a terrorist? Was there war and conflict on the
streets? Were people dying everyday? I soon learned that
the beliefs and mannerisms of the Pakistani people were
not only similar to those of us Americans, but were even
more worthy of admiration.
The markets and shops in Pakistan were always buzzing
with bargainers looking to get the best deals on prized
handmade crafts. It was in these shops that I saw where
the average Pakistani thrived; artisans, having spent
hours hand weaving their baskets, were selling the fruits
of their labor for less than a dollar. As I bargained with
one on a hand embroidered pillow case, I realized that
for even one dollar, this man was treating me with upmost respect. He sold me the pillow cover and dropped a
small wallet into my bag. He smiled and told me to take

OMA R’S
HAIR DESIGN
Business Hours:

Sunday & Tuesday: 10 a.m to 8 p.m
Wednesday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Closed on Monday

(216)889-9000

12845 Lorain Ave.

it back to America.
The rich culture and traditions of the Pakistani people
were particularly appealing to me. As I wore my brightly
colored Shalwar Kameez, a tunic with pants, I watched
about a dozen of my cousins dance around the bride-tobe. She smiled as she was congratulated by relatives, and
I sat there in awe of my surroundings. As we danced the
night away in celebration of a wedding I looked around
me and appreciated the red roses and jasmine flowers
scattered all over the floor. That night will never be forgotton.
So to the curious Strongsvillian, I come home with an
answer to all of our questions. There was no war, no violence, no theft, no terrorism, and no wrongdoing. I was
greeted by the rich culture of a traditional country, the
best food I have ever eaten, and memories to last.
I will miss my home away from home.
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PRAYER TIMES - DECEMBER 2005
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Fajr
6:14
6:15
6:15
6:16
6:17
6:18
6:19
6:20
6:20
6:21
6:22
6:23
6:23
6:24
6:25
6:25
6:26
6:26
6:27
6:27
6:28
6:28
6:29
6:29
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:31
6:31
6:31
6:31

Sunrise
7:34
7:35
7:36
7:37
7:38
7:39
7:40
7:41
7:42
7:43
7:43
7:44
7:45
7:46
7:46
7:47
7:48
7:48
7:49
7:50
7:50
7:51
7:51
7:51
7:52
7:52
7:52
7:53
7:53
7:53
7:53

Dhuhr
12:17
12:18
12:18
12:19
12:19
12:19
12:20
12:20
12:21
12:21
12:22
12:22
12:23
12:23
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:25
12:25
12:26
12:26
12:27
12:27
12:28
12:28
12:29
12:29
12:30
12:30
12:31
12:31

Asr
2:41
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:40
2:41
2:41
2:41
2:41
2:41
2:42
2:42
2:42
2:43
2:43
2:44
2:44
2:45
2:45
2:46
2:47
2:47
2:48
2:49
2:49
2:50
2:51

Maghrib
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:58
4:58
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
4:59
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:01
5:01
5:02
5:02
5:03
5:04
5:04
5:05
5:05
5:06
5:07
5:08
5:09

Isha
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:21
6:22
6:22
6:22
6:23
6:23
6:23
6:24
6:24
6:25
6:25
6:26
6:26
6:27
6:27
6:28
6:29
6:29
6:30
6:31
6:31
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Home Financing
the Sharia Way
Experience Home Ownership with Peace of Mind

Whether you are buying a home or
replacing your current mortgage,
Guidance Residential allows you
to enjoy all the benefits of home
ownership without compromising
your values.

Quality Products ● Strict Sharia Compliance ● Service Excellence
Contact your local Ohio representative for more information:
Abdullah Jordan
Relationship Manager - OH
Office 216-251-2550
Mobile 216-244-7472
abdullah.jordan@guidancefinancial.com
www.guidancefinancial.com

1-866-GUIDANCE ext 527

