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Friday Prayer
"O believers, when the call is
given for the Friday prayer,
hasten to the remembrance of
Allah and leave your business;
this is best for you, if you but
knew." (The Quran, 62:9)
The Khutba is an obligatory
(fard) part of the Jumma Prayer.

D

eath is the only certainty in life. With the
deadline of April 17 looming, perhaps it
would be more appropriate to say that death
is one of the two certainties in life. Sooner or later, the
current generation of Muslims will be gone. Will Generation Next be prepared to carry the torch of Islam when we
are gone?

Parents need all the help they can get in raising their children. This is especially true
for Muslim parents in America, where it is a struggle to keep the kids away from nonIslamic distractions. Full-time Islamic Schools are our greatest allies in this struggle.
Enrolling your child in an Islamic School does not by itself guaranty that he/she will
grow up to be a good Muslim. But it certainly maximizes the child’s chances! It is
only in a full-time Islamic School that the child has the opportunity to live Islam
throughout the day on a daily basis.
Parents have raised good Muslim children in the past when there were no Islamic
Schools to enroll their kids in. And parents continue to raise good Muslim children
even today despite enrolling their kids in the public school system. It is very much
possible, and there is nothing wrong with doing that. But in the end, it is a simple
numbers game. There is no denying the fact that, everything else being equal, your
probability of raising a good Muslim child is higher via the Islamic School route.
“How about academic achievement?” one may ask. “Isn’t that compromised in an Islamic School?” Far from it. With a low student to teacher ratio, Islamic Schools can
design a more challenging curriculum, and stay a step ahead of the Public Schools. To
accomplish this, they need to hire and retain good teachers.
Islamic Schools do have their own challenges, and the biggest one is financial in nature. No educational institution can survive on tuition alone. Even big names such as
MIT and Harvard rely on charitable donations and external funding. Community support is absolutely necessary for Islamic Schools to survive.
An Islamic School is the most important project, as the future of Islam depends on it.
It is the community’s responsibility to ensure that the schools maintain a high standard. Mediocrity is unacceptable in Islam. Instead of shying away from an Islamic
School because it is not “established” yet, we should work towards making it the best
among all options. Don’t forget, this is thawaab e jaariya (perpetual reward).
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ICC’s Hajj Party & Writing Contest

T

he Islamic Center of Cleveland conducted a writing contest for kids as part of the Eid al Adha celebrations.
The contestants were asked to interview different people to learn about their experiences at Hajj, and to educate themselves in the process. The children were divided into three groups, based on age. The response was
overwhelming, with many high-quality essays turned in. The Cleveland Muslim would like to congratulate all the participants for their efforts. The winners of the contest are listed below.
The prizes were presented to the winners at the Hajj party arranged for the new Hujjaj.

Grades 8-12
Best Essay

Aliyah Hasan

Grade 8

1st Prize

Maria Ahmad

Grade 10

Ahsan Saved Ahmad

Grade 8

nd

2 Prize

Grades 6-7
st

1 Prize

Ahmad Ghanem

Grade 7

2nd Prize

Easa Darwish

Grade 6

rd

Sakina Williams

Grade 7

th

Nayab Habib

Grade 6

3 Prize
4 Prize

Grades K-5
Most Unique

Sameena Khan

Grade 4

1st Prize

Saman Hasan

Grade 2

2nd Prize

Munim Mohammad

Grade 4

3rd Prize

Ruba Sbieh

Grade 2

4 Prize

Umar Stackhouse

Grade 5

Most Promising

Hajirah Afreen

Grade 2

Coolest Design

Serra Dilara Ilhan

Grade 2

th

Some of the winners of the ICC Hajj Writing Contest

New Hujjaj at the ICC’s Hajj Party
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Best Essay of the Hajj Writing Contest
Winner: Aliah Hasan (Age: 13, Grade 8)

T

he story of Hajj begins over four-thousand years
ago when Prophet Ibrahim, following Allah’s command, traveled a long and hard journey to the hot
deserts of Arabia. It was there he left his wife Hagar, and
infant son, Ismail. The story continues to tell how Hagar,
with great effort, searched for water to give to her thirsty
baby. Miraculously, the baby kicked a stone, and gushing
forward came the Zam Zam spring which saved their lives.
This incident is followed by a great sacrifice on the part of
Prophet Ibrahim, the building of the Ka’bah, and finally,
the call to Hajj. Today, following the path of the Prophet
Muhammad, over two million Muslims from all over the
world come for pilgrimage at Makkah each year. With
such great numbers and such a story behind it, it can easily
be said Hajj is exclusive as a pilgrimage. This is so, but it is
not the only reason.
Hajj is unique because all acts and sites of it convey a spiritual message. Pilgrims perform Hajj not only to have their
sins pardoned, but to become better people, to learn to care
for others, and to appreciate Allah’s many gifts. The
Ka’bah reminds us of life’s goal, to worship our Creator.
Tawaf is the going around the Ka’bah and it represents revolving around Allah. We must obey His word and be
aware of Him always. Sa’y, or walking quickly between
the hills of Safa’ and Marwa, reenacts Hagar in her search
for water and shows how one must do anything for God and
have complete trust in him. Talbiya is the prayer in response to God’s call and is often repeated during Hajj. It is
a sample of Judgment Day, when all will rise from the
grave quickly for Allah. Zam Zam is the spring water that
saved Hagar and Ismail. It demonstrates God’s power and
love for His creation. Rami, or throwing pebbles at Satan’s
pillars, show how all believers must keep away from temptation. Arafat is where Prophet Muhammad proclaimed
that the best person is he who is God-fearing and righteous,
in no association with race or position. Gathering there
during Hajj is similar to standing before God on the Day of
Judgment. Muzdalifa is where pilgrims stay overnight by
the roadside. This teaches us to live simply, value what we
have, and to feel for the needy and homeless. The Sacrifice
at Mina symbolizes that of Prophet Ibrahim’s. We if need
be must be willing to sacrifice our wealth, our belongings,
or anything else for the cause of Allah. All of these things
are fundamental aspects of Hajj. They give us a technical
view of what Hajj is like and what must be done there. But
the experience is much deeper than that.
Undoubtedly true, it is difficult to describe the feeling Hajj
brings, to someone who has not gone through it. But of
course, we all know that Hajj is an undeniably powerful
and life altering experience. In an interview with my fa-

ther, he shared with me an unforgettable moment during his
Hajj. As people faced the Ka’bah for the first time, many
of them started crying. Others fell to their knees. My father also began to cry uncontrollably. There he saw all of
his sins and everything he had done wrong, magnified so
that he could see every detail. His soul open and exposed,
my father was there for hours, begging for Allah’s forgiveness, confessing his every crime, thanking Him for giving
another chance, and standing, fearing His punishment. My
father said he was completely unprepared for the change his
soul underwent. But he knew that from that day forward,
he would never commit those sins again. As his Hajj was
ending, my father said he made a special prayer to Allah
that He give each Muslim an opportunity to make Hajj and
be able to have an experience like he did. He hopes to perform Hajj once more in his life time. I was moved beyond
words.
In addition to my father, I interviewed my mother, who has
made Hajj. I decided to interview two people who went to
Hajj because I wondered whether it was different for a
woman. However, I learned Hajj is different for everyone,
depending on their relationship with God and the intention
and sincerity with which they do Hajj, among other things.
My mother’s experiences weren’t personal ones, but things
she witnessed on her journey. She said she found the mix
of culture amazing. People were not only speaking in Arabic, but also Urdu, African and even Spanish. All different
colors, all different languages, all different cultures from all
over the world, but they all had only one faith. It was remarkable. Another incident my mother spoke of was of a
woman she noticed there. The woman was alone with a
four month old infant in her arms. It seemed she was being
left behind in a lot of things and there was no one to help
her. The wonder happened at the Ka’bah. Everyone tries
to touch the Black stone, but as you can imagine with over
a million pilgrims it’s difficult. However, by the grace of
Allah, my mother said that a sort of path opened up for the
woman and she was able to take her baby and touch the
stone.
It is every Muslim’s goal to make Hajj at least once in his
or her lifetime. But some can’t manage to do it as soon as
others, for whatever reason. My aunt has not performed
Hajj yet, but plans to in the near future. Besides being a
busy medical student, my aunt’s main reason is that she is
not prepared for the profound effects of Hajj. This is understandable. Hajj requires preparation of the body, mind,
and soul. In terms of the body, there is a lot of walking
done during Hajj, as with Safa’ and Marwa. Western bod(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

ies tend to be spoiled, and may find it difficult to adjust to
countries where life is harder. “For Hajj,” my aunt says,
“you must really be in shape.” In terms of mind, one will
need to change his or her mindset. You will no longer be in
a carpeted, air-conditioned home. There isn’t that sort of
luxury. During Hajj, there is also a great lack of privacy,
from long lines to unclean bathrooms, and being constantly
shoved around and coughed on by complete strangers. It
can become tough to concentrate. Finally, with soul, it is
quite clear what you are going to face. One must be prepared to face an experience like my father’s. For some it
can be hard to handle.
After discussing the difficulties of Hajj, I asked my aunt
what she looked forward to, what she would ask Allah for.
Though it is a very private question for some, my aunt willingly answered. She said she would pray for every homeless and starving person in the world, for every abused
child, for every struggling family. As for herself, she would
ask Allah for forgiveness and to grant her a place in Jannah.
She would ask Allah to guide her to the correct path, and
help her become a better Muslim. She would just pray and
pray for everything she could, for everyone she could. She
would make the most of her time there. Knowing all this, I
think my aunt has great knowledge about Hajj and will be
well-prepared for the day she goes there.
After these interviews, I felt so naïve and unaware. I had no
idea Hajj involved so much. The interview with my father
was incredibly moving, because it made me reflect on the
decisions I have made in my life. It gave me hope that I
could ask for Allah’s forgiveness of all the sins I have committed. It also stunned me because I see my father as such a
powerful man, and yet he began crying when he faced his
sins. He was no match for the effects of Hajj. The interview with my mother illustrated to me the glory of Allah.
Allah has created so many different people of the same faith
and His miracles happen around us all the time. After the
interview, I began to value diversity and life so much more.
In small ways, I’ve taken more notice to life’s little marvels.
Hajj makes you a better and contributing person to this
world. In this way, it makes you closer to God. Even
though my aunt has not gone to Hajj, her interview made
me want to. My aunt’s interview pointed out the hardships
of Hajj. I never thought it would be that challenging. However, after my aunt told me all that she would ask for, I realized that Hajj is worth all the hardship and much, much
more. I want to ask Allah for all those things too. As I
have heard it, Hajj is an amazing experience, something
every Muslim has the opportunity to fulfill. It is the supreme act of worship, something I truly want to get the
chance to do. Insha Allah, I will become a part of the experience one day. And I know it will be a time I will never
forget.
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Imam Mohamad appointed
Interim Imam at the ICC

I

mam Mohamad Altabaa of the Lorain Masjid has
been appointed the interim Imam at the Islamic
Center of Cleveland.

Imam Mohamad will deliver the Friday Khutbah, lead
the prayers, and other Islamic activities at the Islamic
Center.

Free Arabic/Quran classes to
be offered at the ICC

A

rabic and Quran classes will be offered free of
cost on Sundays at the Islamic Center of Cleveland. These classes are open to the general public. No formal registration is required.
The classes will be offered each Sunday between 2 3:30 p.m. The introductory session will be led by Iman
Mohamad on April 17. Four classes will be offered:
Class I - Arabic: This class is open to all men, women
and children seeking to learn the Arabic language.
Class II - Quran Level 1: Open to children aged 6-12,
this will be focus on how to read the Quran correctly,
with understanding.
Class III - Quran Level 2 for men: This is a class for
those who know how to read Arabic text but want to
read the Quran correctly and understand what they are
reading
Class IV - Quran Level 2 for women: Same as above.
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Abraham:The Way to Peace
(By: Dr. Sirajul Husain)

A

project, Abraham: The Way to Peace, was
undertaken by Dr. Sirajul Husain, at a time
when it is becoming hard for the modern secular
mind to believe in an unseen Creator, without a tangible
evidence. Al-Hamdulillah, recent research in neuropsychology has furnished a convincing evidence as to how
the human mind is by nature equipped to believe in the
unseen Creator, in accordance with the Hadith of
Prophet Mohammed (SAS): “Every child is born on his
nature (to believe in the unseen Creator) ..............”
In order to present this corroboration of belief in the unseen before the scholars of Islam, in the Muslim world,
Dr. Husain undertook a journey, along with his companion, Br. John Masink of Cleveland, to all those places
where Abraham (AS) visited or stayed after Nimrod expelled him from Ur, his birth place in southern Iraq.
Our journey, therefore, began at Urfa, a historical city in
Harran (Trukey), where Abraham (AS) stayed with his
family, and his nephew Lot (AS), after leaving Ur, for
over twenty years. When he left Urfa, he was over sixty
years old. Dr. Husain presented the above research at
the department of Ilahiyat, at the Harran University.

Sara (AS) when she saw that both Abraham and herself
were aging beyond the age of childbirth, she made an
exemplary sacrifice and requested Abraham to take Hajirah as his wife, so he might have a child. This self-less
sacrifice was purely to fulfill Allah’s promise that great
prophets and leaders would be raised from the progeny
of Abraham. Ishmael (AS) was born, when Abraham
(AS) was eighty six. Later, Sara (AS) was also blessed
with a son, Isaac (AS). These events are also described
in the Bible. Abraham (AS) settled Hajirah (AS) and the
baby Ishmael (AS) in Mecca. According to Qura’n, Ishmael was offered for sacrifice, but was replaced with a
ram. Later both father and son erected the house of Allah, the Ka’ba in Mecca.
When Abraham (AS) died, both Ishmael (AS) and Isaac
(AS) together buried their father in the Masfilah, in alKhalil, which Abraham (AS) had acquired for this purpose. In Mafilah, we visited the graves of Abraham,
Sara, Isaac, and his wife, Rebecca (AS). In this journey,
we also visited the graves of Moses (AS), and Yunus
(AS)

From Urfa, we traveled to the famous city of Halab
(modern Aleppo, in Syria), where we had the honor of
meeting the Grand Mufti of Syria and his brother, also a
Mufti, and presented the above research of how belief in
the unseen Creator arrives in the mind.
Our third stop was in Jerusalem, via Damascus (Syria)
and Amman (Jordan), at the University of Quds, where
Dr. Husain presented his work on Abrahamic belief before a combined session of scholars of Shariah, professors of science and medicine. We had the honor of visiting the third most sacred place in Islam after Meccah and
Madina, the Dome on the Rock, and prayed in Masjid
Aqsa, for a lasting peace among the children of Abraham. We also visited Ramallah, wherein lies the Islamic
university of BirZeit.
Lastly, our visit was to the ancient city of al-Khalil,
(Hebron), the crowning feature of our project. This city
is called al-Kahlil, because Allah Subhanahu Taa’la
called Abraham (AS), Khalilullah, Allah’s friend. On
arriving in al-Khalil, Abraham (AS) had purchased a
land for himself and settled down there. From there he
went to visit Egypt, and brought with him Hajirah (AS).

Islamic Books

Gifts

Houseware

Islamic books in English/Arabic; Videos and CDs
English/Arabic Software and educational toys
Framed Calligraphy and Islamic Artwork
Gifts, clothes, and much much more!
3527 W. 130th Street at Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44111

(216)941-9710

PAGE 6

C L EVE L A ND MUS L I M

Your Kindness Made it Possible

An update on the status of the Detroit Ave. Mosque
(By: Br. Zahid Siddiqi)
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Unity Center Opens in B’ville

Jaffery Union, MRI Society and Ershad Institute merge

O

n behalf of the refugee community, I would like
to thank the Muslims of the Greater Cleveland
area for their generosity in raising the down payment for a Mosque cum Community Center for the refugees from Afghanistan, Turkey and Somalia.
With God’s Grace, the refugees have entered into a contract with the owners of the 9400 Detroit Avenue Mosque
to purchase the property. A down payment has been made
to MRI Society with the agreement that MRI Society will
carry the loan.
The terms are:
Total asking price--------------------------- $100,000
Down payment ------------------------------$20,000
Monthly payment----------------------------$500
Additional yearly balloon payment-------$5000 (Please
earmark part of your yearly giving for this cause).

A

new Islamic organization, The Unity Center,
was formed by the merger of the Jaffery Union
of North East Ohio, Mohammad Rasoul Allah
The refugees will be responsible for all utilities, insurance, Islamic Society, and the Ershad Institute.
maintenance etc. It is estimated that it will take about 7
years to pay off the loan.
The formal opening of the Center’s new home on Chippewa Road in Brecksville was held Dec 17, 2005. Imam
Mariam Hussain wins
Elahi of the Islamic House of Wisdom in Dearborn
Science Competition
Michigan was the keynote speaker. Several local comMariam Hussain, daughter of Br. Aumir Hussain and munity leaders, including Imam Abbas of the First
Sr. Rabia, won one of the world’s largest student sci- Cleveland Mosque, Br. Ahmad Banna of MACE, and Br.
Ramez Islambouli of Uqbah spoke also addressed the
ence competitions.
About 14,000 stu- gathering.
dents participated in
this year’s national
Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision program
that challenges students to generate
ideas for future technologies. Mariam and
her teammates, Emily
Brodie and Katherine
Lawhead, were among the 24 regional winning teams
selected from a group of 4503. Their project involved
contact lenses capable of adapting to new prescriptions.
The lenses, surgically implanted between the eye’s lens
and cornea, can detect shifts in focus and a microaberrometer measuring light rays as they enter the eye,
causes the lens material to change shape to refocus rays
for clear vision.
The Cleveland Muslim congratulates Mariam on her
achievement.

The Cleveland Muslim congratulates our brothers and
sisters at the Unity Center, and thanks them for their hospitality at the Opening Ceremony.

Cricket Anyone?

I

t’s time to get the willow out for a game of
cricket!

Inshallah, we will be playing
tennis-ball cricket in the ICC
parking lot on weekends.
There’s Volleyball too!
Come Pray-n-Play at the
ICC. For details, contact our
star batsman, Br. Arif Usmani (left) at (440)552-3388
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CAIR OHIO
(Council on American-Islamic Relations)

Upholding the Truth &
Defending the Constitution
Sunday, April 30, 2006
Reception: 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Dinner & Program: 5:00 pm
Gen. Janis Karpinski
Embassy Suites Hotel
Former Commanding General Cleveland Rockside
5800 Rockside Woods Blvd.
Of Abu Gharaib Prison
Independence, OH 44131
Captain James Yee
Former U.S. Army Chaplain
At Guantanamo Bay

Reservations:
$50/person; childcare available $10/family

Marc Rotenberg
President, Electronic Privacy
Information Center (EPIC)

Table sponsorships available
Please RSVP by Friday,
April 14, 2006

For More Information
Call (216)830-2247

Salaam Cleveland
elects new Officers

T

he Muslim Women’s Association, Salaam
Cleveland, elected new officers at their meeting
in December, 2005. So far, the activities of the
group were coordinated by Sr. Zarina Siddiqi. The newly
elected officers are:
President: Mariam Ismail
Vice President: Mahira Arif
Secretary (East Side): Uzma Kazmi
Secretary (West Side): Haseena Khatoon

PAGE 7

Case Western MSA hosts
Black History Month Dinner

T

he Muslim Students’ Association (MSA) of Case
Western Reserve University hosted their Black
History Month Dinner on February 25, 2006.

Prof. Arif Jamal was the invited speaker. He spoke on: The
Early Muslims in America: From Timbuktu to the Cotton
Fields.
The history of Islam in America goes back several centuries, and coincides with the
history of African-Americans.
Prof. Jamal is a faculty member at the University of Pittsburgh's Hillman Library. He
has served as a history bibliographer, reference librarian and
interim head of the African
American Library. He is currently involved with the Elders
Project, a documentary film that interviews local leaders in
the African american community of Pittsburgh. He has
been researching the Muslim presence among the slaves for
a number of years.

Tragedy Strikes Akron Family

A

fire that broke out in Br. Javid Shaik’s Duplex
home in Akron, left him devastated. He lost both
his parents, his pregnant wife, and 2-year-old son
in the fire. His house was also destroyed.
Please remember Br. Javid in your prayers. The Islamic
Center of Cleveland and other organizations are collecting funds to help Br. Javid in his hour of need.
To make a contribution, please contact the Islamic Center
of Cleveland at (216)362-0786.

Moving Sale

The projects of Salaam Cleveland are chosen to benefit
both Muslim and Non-Muslim communities. To learn
more about the association, attend their next meeting to
be held on Saturday, April 29 at 3:00 pm at the Islamic The following items are for sale at reasonable prices. Call
(440)716-8896 for details.
Center of Cleveland.

Babysitter Available
Babysitter available to take care of kids
of all ages in North Olmsted. For more
info, call (440)716-8896.

2 Sofas (leather)
1 End Table
1 Glasstop Dining Table
with 7 chairs
1 Foot massager

1 Coffee Table
1 Floor Lamp
2 Large size curtains/
drapes
1 Exercise Machine

HAVE YOU TAKEN A LOOK
AT GUIDANCE LATELY?
Our ability to provide over $1 Million per home in
Sharia-compliant financing is now a reality.

Take advantage of the highest quality, most competitive home
financing program that is backed by an independent Sharia Board
of notable scholarly distinction and authority.
Join the thousands of home owners that have benefited from
our tax advantages , favorable non-recourse commitments, and
our pledge for a fixed late-payment fee on all contracts. This is
the assurance of a pioneering Islamic financial services company
dedicated towards excellence in customer satisfaction.
Contact your local Ohio representative:

Abdullah Jordan - Relationship Manager
Email abdullah.jordan@guidancefinancial.com • Mobile (216) 244-7472 •
1 - 8 6 6-GUIDANCE

E XT. 5 2 7

•

Office (216) 251-2550

g ui dancefinancial.com

This advertisement is designed to provide general information about the Declining Balance Co-ownership Program and does not constitute a commitment. Participation in this program is limited to qualified individuals. This program is not available in all states.
Please call 1-866-484-3262 for program availability. The Declining Balance Co-ownership Program is offered by Guidance Residential, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Guidance Financial Group, LLC. Guidance Residential, LLC is a Licensed Mortgage Banker
– NYS Banking Department, an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee, a Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee (License # 17286), and a Licensed Mortgage Lender and Broker (License # MC2212) in the state of Massachusetts. Guidance Residential, LLC is licensed
by the Pennsylvania Department of Banking, the N.J. Department of Banking and Insurance, and the Department of Corporations under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Under Minnesota law, this advertisement is not an offer to enter into a rate
lock-in agreement.

