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Friday Prayer
"O believers, when the call is
given for the Friday prayer,
hasten to the remembrance of
Allah and leave your business;
this is best for you, if you but
knew." (The Quran, 62:9)
The Khutba is an obligatory part
of the Jummah Prayer.

A

small step for a toddler. A giant leap for the community! History was made last year when twelve little toddlers stepped into the classroom of the school building
at the Islamic Center of Cleveland (ICC). The first Full-time Islamic Preschool was established by Al Ihsan School, with generous support of the ICC and the community.
Alhamdulillah, the preschool has doubled its size this year and added a kindergarten
grade as well. With two preschool classrooms and kindergarten, Al Ihsan School’s enrollment at the ICC campus is over 30 students, Mashallah.
Al Ihsan’s main campus, which includes grades K-6, is located on Masjid Al Islam’s
premises on Rocky River Drive. With the masjid’s unwavering support, it has grown to
capacity at this location. The school intends to add more classrooms next year by remodeling the existing building. At the same time, the branch at the ICC is planned to grow by
the addition of Grade 1 next year, Inshallah. The expansion at the ICC is necessary not
only for accommodating the increasing enrollment, but also to cater
to the large Muslim community in the suburbs near Parma. The
“It is permissible
school plans to expand its support base in this area.
to use your zakah
It is critical for the future of Islam in America that we establish Isto support an
lamic Schools of the highest standard. A balanced curriculum, enriched with Quran and Islamic Studies, can only be provided at a Islamic School in
the US.”
full-time Islamic School. It is only in an Islamic School that a child
will be able to live Islam on a daily basis. It is only in such schools
that a child will have the right environment to blossom into a righteous Muslim.
For its ambitious, yet necessary projects, Al Ihsan School needs your support. The subsidized tuition alone does not help the school cover its costs. During the holy month of
Ramadan, we urge you to donate generously to Al Ihsan School. It is permissible to use
your zakah to support an Islamic School in the US. Voluntary charity will be sadaquah
jaariya (perpetual charity), Inshallah. You can reach the school at (216)676-5006.

Al Ihsan School invites you to its Annual Ramadan Iftaar on Sunday, September 16. The
guest speaker, Br. Habeeb Quadri will give a talk on “Raising Muslim Children in
America.” The event will be followed by an informal fundraiser. Born and raised in
America, Br. Habeeb is well acquainted with the various challenges faced by our children and youth in schools and colleges. Do attend the iftaar to listen to Br. Habeeb and
support Al Ihsan School. May Allah reward you for your generosity.
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Jumah and Taraweeh Prayers during Ramadan

F

or your convenience, we have compiled a list of the Jumah and Isha prayers during Ramadan at the different
masajid in the Greater Cleveland area. Unfortunately, we were unable to obtain information from the other
Cleveland mosques that are not listed below.

The Taraweeh prayers will start immediately after the Isha prayers at all the masajid. The information also indicates
whether the recitation of the entire Quran will be completed during the Taraweeh prayers (either led by a Hafiz or by
the Imam reading from the Quran).
May Allah accept our prayers during the blessed month of Ramadan.
First Cleveland Mosque
3616 East 131st Street
Cleveland, OH 44103
(216)283-9027
Imam: Br. Abbas Ahmad
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:20 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: No
Uqbah Mosque Foundation
2222 Stokes Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44106
(216)791-8411
Imam: Br. Masoud
Jumah Khutba: 12:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Masjid Al-Nur
1251 East 99th Street
Cleveland, OH 44108
(216)231-9663
Imam: Br. Yunus Ali
Jumah Khutba: 2:00 p.m.
Isha: 9:30 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Masjid Al-Madina
1300 Reid Avenue
Lorain, OH 44052
(440)244-1361
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:30 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Abu Bakr Musalla
12930 Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44111

.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

Islamic Center of Cleveland
6055 W. 130th Street
Parma, OH 44130
(216)362-0786
Imam: Br. Mohamad Altabaa
Jumah Khutba: 1:00 p.m.
Isha: 9:15 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

Masjid Al-Islam
4600 Rocky Rive Drive
Cleveland, OH 44135
(216)676-9177
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Masjid Ummatullah
13801 St. Clair Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44110

Imam: Br. Sulayman Malik
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: No
MACE
25900 Chardon Road
Richmond Heights, OH 44143
(216)261-1413
Jumah Khutba: 12:45 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Islamic Soc. of Akron & Kent
152 E. Steels Corner Road
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224
(330)922-9991
Imam: Br. Nader Taha
Jumah Khutba: 1:15 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
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Ramadan and Eid Announcement by the Fiqh Council of North America
(Source: ISNA Website - www.isna.net)

T

he Fiqh Council of North America in its meeting
in Herndon, Virginia on July 31-August 1, 2007
noted with satisfaction the recent Fatwa of its
counterpart in Europe “the European Council for Fatwa
and Research” related to the permissibility of the use of
calculation method for determining the beginning of Lunar months including the months of Ramadan and Shawwal.

O

The position of ECFR is very similar to the position of
FCNA adopted last year on June 10, 2006, with a minor
difference. FCNA adopted the position that the conjunction should occur before noon at Greenwich time. ECFR
has adopted Makkah al-Mukarram as a conventional
point and took the position that the conjunction must
take place before sunset in Makkah and moon must set
after sunset in Makkah.

Most masajid in the Cleveland area have adopted the
FCNA ruling and will follow the above dates for the
first day of Ramadan and Eid ul Fitr.

FCNA after careful discussion has revised its position
and has adopted the Fatwa of ECFR. This revised position will change only a few dates in the Fiqh Council’s
Five year calendar; but it will bring greater harmony and
unity among the Muslims communities in the West.

Irrespective of the criterion adopted for determining
the first day of Ramadan, the holy month is an opportunity for all of us to get closer to Allah and work towards strengthening our community.

Ramadan 1428 AH:
The astronomical New Moon is on Tuesday, September
11, 2007 at 12:44 Universal Time (3:44 pm Makkah
time). Sunset at Makkah on September 11 is 6:28 pm
local time, while moonset at Makkah is at 6:24 pm local
time (4 minutes before sunset). This does not meet the
new criteria adopted by Fiqh Council of North America
(FCNA) and European Council of Fatwa and Research
(ECFR). On Wednesday, September 12, 2007, sunset at
Makkah is 6:27 pm local time, while moonset is at 6:55
pm local time. Therefore, first day of Ramadan is Thursday, September 13, insha’Allah.

Eid ul-Fitr 1428 AH:
The astronomical New Moon is on Thursday, October
11, 2007, at 5:00 Universal Time (8:00 am Makkah
time). Sunset at Makkah on October 11 is 6:00 pm local
time, while moonset at Makkah is at 5:59 pm local time
(1 minute before sunset). This does not meet the new
criteria adopted by FCNA and ECFR. On Friday, October 12, 2007, sunset at Makkah is 5:59 pm local time,
while moonset is at 6:32 pm local time. Therefore, first
day of Shawwal, i.e., Eid ul-Fitr is Saturday, October 13,
insha'Allah.

n the basis of this new position, the dates for
Ramadan and Eid ul Fitr for this year, according
to the Fiqh Council of North America (FCNA), will be
as follows:
First day of Ramadan: September 13, 2007

Eid ul Fitr (First day of Shawwal): October 13, 2007

Masjid al Islam has decided to follow the sighting of
the moon in the first Muslim country with which we
share a part of the night. The first of Ramadan according to this methodology will also be on Sep 13.
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ICC Ramadan Activities
Taraweeh prayers daily after Isha prayer at 9:15 p.m.
(Sep 12 - 30) and 8:45 p.m. (Oct 1 - 11)
Fundraising Iftar on Sunday, October 7. Tickets
available at the bookstore or call (216)362-0786 to
reserve seating
Community Iftar Potluck to be held every Friday and
Saturday
Annual Iftar for the (non-Muslim) friends of the ICC
will be held on September 23.
Quran Recitation and Creative Writing Contests will
be held during Ramadan for our kids and youth. Details can be obtained by calling the ICC office or at
the ICC’s website, www.iccleveland.org
Eid party (date to be announced) will be held in the
ICC Community Hall. Dinner, fun, and prizes for
entire family to enjoy.

Remember Zakat al Fitr!
Zakat Al Fitr, minimum of $10 per family member, is
due before Salaat al-Eid. Payment of Zakat Al Fitr was
made compulsory so that those who fasted may be purified of their idle deeds and shameful talks (committed
during Ramadan) and so that the poor may be fed..

Congratulations! May Allah accept your ibadah.
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Ramadan Activities across
Greater Cleveland
CAIR Ohio will host its 4th Annual Sharing Ramadan Iftar dinner on Saturday, September 15 at
CSU’s Joseph Cole Center. Former diplomat Michael Hamilton Morgan will speak about his new
book Lost History: The Enduring Legacy of Muslim Scientists, Thinkers and Artists published by
National Geographic. For more information, call
the CAIR office at (216)830-2247
Islamic Society of Akron and Kent will have its
Fundraiser Iftar on Saturday, September 15.
Speaker: Br. Abdalla Idris Ali. Program begins at
4:00 p.m.
Al Ihsan School Iftar and Informal Fundraiser:
Sunday, September 16 at the Islamic Center of
Cleveland. Guest Speaker: Br. Habeeb Quadri “Raising Muslim Children in America”
First Cleveland Mosque: Iftar dinner every day
during Ramadan.
MACE will be hosting two Iftar dinners on Saturday, September 15 and 29. Both dinners will be at
the Highland Hts Community center, 5827 Highland
Rd, Highland Hts. OH 44143 . Dinner will be followed by Taraweeh prayers.
Potluck Iftars will be held every day during Ramadan and community iftars over weekends at The
Unity Center. The Center will hold its MuslimChristian Forum on September 22 at St. Basil
Catholic Church, 8700 Brecksville Rd., Brecksville.
The Center’s fundraiser will be on Ocotber 6.
Al-Warith Deen Islamic Center will hold its Iftar
on Saturday, September 29. For more info, call
(216)431-1992.
Masjid al Islam will hold community Iftars on
every Friday and Saturday during Ramadan.

Professional Handy Man
30 years Experience

Rehma Akbar (left), daughter of Sr. Farnaz and Br.
Khalid Akbar, completed reading the Quran at age
9, earlier this year in May.
Azmina Mohammed (right), daughter of Shahla
and Sami Mohammed completed the reading of the
Quran in August. Azmina is a fourth grade student
at Al Ihsan School.

Abdallah Hindi
(216)244-3848
Plumbing, Electrical, Masonry, Carpentry, Windows,
Doors, Paint, Ceramic Tiles, Dry Wall, Wood Floors
Call now for Free Estimate!!
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The Completed Islam
By: Imam Shamsuddin Waheed

“O

selves with friends and colleagues who will help us to
grow in morality, spiritual awareness, and elevation.

As Muslims, living over 14 centuries after this verse was
first revealed to Prophet Muhammad [S.A.W.], we take
for granted that we have indeed accepted Islam completely, that we are the “best” and “Most Balanced” of all
those who believe in The Creator , and thus make the
assumption that Quranic statements of this type are “Not
addressing us”.

This dedication requires that we constantly seek knowledge and important information, relevant to our Relationship with Allah. If we cannot read, we need to learn how
to read.

You Believers! Enter into Submission (to
Allah) with absolute dedication, and do
not follow satan’s footsteps. Truly, he is a
Clear Enemy to You”(Qur’an 2:208)

In the Tafseer literature, we come across a report that
Jewish converts to Islam, including such personalities as
Abdullah ibn Salaam, approached the Prophet asking for
permission to continue certain aspects of their previous
rituals in their Islamic lives! The report puts emphasis on
their desire to observe the Sabbath and even to recite the
Torah in Salaah! This verse{2:208} is said to be a direct
response to those requests.
It can be argued that it is almost impossible for a person
to accept Islam and immediately alter a lifetime of previous ideas, practices, and culture[s], however once we do
accept Islam, Submission to Allah [S.W.T.], we should
be constantly seeking to obey Allah, to improve and
strengthen our relationship with Allah.
This means asking ourselves important questions and
keeping in mind Allah’s command in the verse above!
We would humbly suggest Ramadan as the perfect opportunity to do this. We are to read the Qur’an everyday
during our fast, moreover, we often recite an entire section [Juz’] in the Taraweeh prayers.
Returning to the theme of this article, how much of the
Qur’an have we truly studied and internalized? We are
not only referring to memorization of its texts, but of actual study?
Have we internalized the Quranic teachings regarding
Backbiting? Do we still hold to ideas which are contrary
to the instructions of Allah?!
Our whole lives are to be in submission to the will and
plan of God. We seek to obey him because it will give
our lives meaning, enhancement and purpose, more so
than anything else. We are instructed to surround our-

“..Enter into Submission (to Allah) with absolute dedication.”

“..And do not follow satan’s footsteps. Truly, he is a
clear enemy to you”
Satan is the enemy of mankind. He whispers to our egos,
our passions, he influences us to act and think contrary to
the will of God. Satan can actually take on the religious
appearance! Do we not see the
wisdom behind Allah’s command to seek his (Allah’s) protection from satan before read- “Our whole lives are
ing the Qur’an? (see Q 16:98) to be in submission to
the will and plan of
Very few people would admit to God. We seek to obey
satanic influences, most would him because it will
deny it altogether. Nonetheless,
give our lives
when we have attitudes and nomeaning,
tions that contradict clearly the enhancement and
fundamentals of Islam, we are
purpose”
suffering from Satan’s influence. We must always be careful about this, and seek to submit completely to Allah.
An Imam in the Middle Ages, ‘Abdul Qadir Al-Jilani
[1078-1166], experienced a vision while in the midst of
Prayers. In this “vision” he was told that “Your Lord has
made Halal for you what he made made Haraam for others”. Al-Jilani immediately recognized that this was simply satan.
May Allah give us the ability to submit to him completely, and may he always protect us from satan. Amin!

(Br. Shamsuddin Waheed is an Imam at the Al-WarithDeen Islamic Center in Cleveland, Ohio. He teaches
Quranic Arabic and is active in Lecturing, Da’wah and
Interfaith work. He can be reached via e-mail at Waheed79@yahoo.com)
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Letter to the Cleveland Muslim Community
From: Br. M. Arif Ali
Creative Tax Services, Inc. / US. Brokerage, Inc.
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
It has been a great pleasure to offer my services in the
Income Tax, Insurance and Investment fields for more
than 30 years. It is about time for me to retire and relax
with my family. I have worked all the way with only one
principle: Look for the best deal for the clients and settle
with whatever remuneration you receive as a byproduct.
I recently came across a new school of thought based on
which I have to correct my thinking. I am supposed to go
an extra mile and expose every piece of my knowledge
voluntarily, for the benefit of others. I intend to do this
for a couple of years and then retire with peace of mind.

the sound principles that I have followed with a promise
to adhere to them.
As such I am still welcoming new clients, being
equally enthusiastic and dedicated to give them the
benefit of my knowledge. Otherwise, I am being cautioned that I may be blotted out.
Thanks for your kind past cooperation and wish you a
prosperous life.
Best wishes.
Sincerely,
Mir Arif Ali

I offer my apology to those of you with whom I could not
get in touch even though I made a point to respond immediately when I received a call. I request you to go over
the following subjects that I am addressing and pray with
me for Divine Guidance.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Insurance
Investments in general and Education
CD Alternatives
Long term care
My book, Christianity Examined.

In the future, I will cover the above subjects in detail with
one or two page articles with the understanding that you
will take a serious look at all items in your portfolio. I am
sure you will agree that, except for our own body and
family ties, everything else should be regularly reviewed
and then either retained or disposed of. Don’t forget that
charity should begin in your own home.
Your Imam can confirm that guiding a person to embrace
Islam is Sawaab Jaariya. I am sure you have noticed that
the conversion of a person to Islam at a masjid is followed by a loud applause. But, is there any follow-up
with the new brother/sister? With this in mind, I have
compiled a comprehensive sheet entitled, “The Fundamentals of Islam at a Glance.” This document has been
used for dawah purposes and by new Muslims for over a
decade.
I will make every effort to get in touch with you before
seeking a suitable candidate to pass on my business. I
will assure you that the newcomer will be informed about

Excerpt from a letter from the Dawah Committee of
Greater New Haven, CT to Br. Arif Ali:
“The primary way that you have assisted us is through
the compilation of the comprehensive sheet entitled `The
Fundamentals of Islam at a Glance.’ The Committee has
beeen using this document for approximately 10 years.
We have used it effectively in the local jail where I have
been giving dawah for over 20 years. As you know,
many people in jail do not have the opportunity and/or
means to buy individual books on prayer, taharah, special duas and short surahs for study. For those inmates
in this category, your sheet of information, covering all
the above, is extremely useful. For those who are not
Muslims, we have used it as a tool for giving dawah. It
gives the seeker a glimpse at what is expected from a
Muslim.”

OMA R’S
HAIR DESIGN
Business Hours:

Sunday & Tuesday: 10 a.m to 8 p.m
Wednesday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Closed on Monday

(216)889-9000

12845 Lorain Ave.
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The Refugee Masjid - Update
(By: Br. Zahid Siddiqi)

Activities
•

A Sunday school has been established. For two (2)
hours every week Arabic & Quran classes are held for the
Somali children and English is being taught to the mothers. The Turkish sisters are also being helped in getting
conversant with Islam through home visits.
• To channel the energies of the youth, a soccer team
has been established. They have been given uniforms
and shoes and have played matches against teams from
Columbus and Buffalo.
• Volunteers cleared the back yard of the brush and
trees and a vegetable garden was planted. Ohio State
Extension Service donated the plants. We have an abundance of tomatoes and peppers, only the rabbits got to
enjoy the other vegetables planted.
• An office, staffed daily by volunteers from the Somali community, has been opened in one room of the
Masjid. Families call in and are helped for doctor’s appointment, school needs, social/welfare services, transportation etc.
The Masjid continues to be a focal point for the Somali
Bantu Community and the attendance at prayer times has
also increased.
The above has been made possible through the efforts
of a group of young volunteers from the Islamic Center of Cleveland and the members of Salaam Cleveland. They have devoted many hours and money to
this selfless cause.

Our Fiscal needs
The refugees mostly have large families with one wage
earner working at minimum wages. Their sustenance is
of course augmented by the welfare services but still it is
a stretch to make ends meet. They collect enough money
to pay for the utilities and the maintenance, but they do
not have the resources to pay for the mortgage on the
building.
The total asking price for the building was $100,000 and
with the community’s generous donations over the past 2
years $42,000 has been paid. The terms of the contract
call for a $20,000 down payment, $600 per month mortgage payments, $5000 balloon payment every year plus
the cost of utilities and maintenance.
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Our goal this Ramadan is to collect at least $11,000
to cover the balloon payment and the mortgage for
one year. Please be generous, insha-Allah we will
exceed our target.
The checks are to be made out to MRI Society
(Masjid Rasul-Allah Islamic Society). It is a tax exempt 501(C)(3) organization with a Federal Tax ID
number 34-1794496.
Please mail the checks to the following address:
Zahid Siddiqi
13963 Pearlview Dr
Strongsville, OH 44136

A Tragic Loss for the Community
It was a huge loss for the Cleveland Muslim Community
when we lost Dr. Naushad Khimji and his daughter, Sr.
Fatema, on June 19 in a tragic car accident. Br.
Naushad, a dentist by profession, was a very dedicated
member of the community, having actively contributed
to a number of Islamic projects.
Most recently, Br. Naushad was instrumental in the formation of the Unity Center is Brecksville, that came
about as a merger of three separate Muslim organizations. He also played a key role in establishing the Refugee Masjid in the building vacated by the Mohammad
Rasoul Allah Islamic Society. Inshallah, Allah will consider his work as thawaab jaariya and reward him perpetually.
Sr. Fatema had graduated recently from Georgetown
University with a degree in International Relations. She
was an active member of the Muslim Students Association (MSA) at Georgetown. Her friends recalled her as a
selfless individual always ready to help others with a
smile on her face.
Let us remember Sr. Fatema and Br. Naushad in our
duas, especially during Ramadan. May Allah grant them
jannah. May Allah also help their family overcome this
tragic loss. Aamin.

Need help with yard work or
any other work around the
house?
.Call:

Br. Abu Bakr

(216)256-4750

V OLUME 1 , I SSUE 6

C L EVE L A ND MUS L I M

PAGE 8

RAMADAN PRAYER TIMES
Day

Ramadan Gregorian

Fajr
(Imsak)

Sunrise

Dhuhr

Asr

Maghrib
(Iftaar)

Isha

Thu

1

Sep 13

5:49

7:05

1:24

4:56

7:41

8:58

Fri
Sat

2
3

14
15

5:50
5:51

7:06
7:07

1:23
1:23

4:55
4:54

7:39
7:37

8:56
8:54

Sun

4

16

5:53

7:08

1:23

4:53

7:36

8:52

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

5
6
7
8

17
18
19
20

5:54
5:55
5:56
5:57

7:09
7:10
7:11
7:12

1:22
1:22
1:21
1:21

4:52
4:50
4:49
4:48

7:34
7:32
7:31
7:29

8:51
8:49
8:47
8:45

Fri

9

21

5:58

7:13

1:21

4:47

7:27

8:43

Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

10
11
12
13

22
23
24
25

5:59
6:00
6:02
6:03

7:14
7:15
7:16
7:17

1:20
1:20
1:20
1:19

4:46
4:45
4:43
4:42

7:25
7:24
7:22
7:20

8:41
8:40
8:38
8:36

Wed

14

26

6:04

7:18

1:19

4:41

7:18

8:34

Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

15
16
17
18

27
28
29
30

6:05
6:06
6:07
6:08

7:19
7:20
7:21
7:22

1:19
1:18
1:18
1:18

4:40
4:38
4:37
4:36

7:17
7:15
7:13
7:12

8:33
8:31
8:29
8:27

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

19
20
21
22
23

Oct 1
2
3
4
5

6:09
6:10
6:11
6:12
6:13

7:23
7:24
7:25
7:26
7:27

1:17
1:17
1:17
1:16
1:16

4:35
4:34
4:32
4:31
4:30

7:10
7:08
7:07
7:05
7:03

8:26
8:24
8:22
8:20
8:19

Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

6:15
6:16
6:17
6:18
6:19
6:20
6:21

7:28
7:29
7:30
7:32
7:33
7:34
7:35

1:16
1:16
1:15
1:15
1:15
1:14
1:14

4:29
4:27
4:26
4:25
4:24
4:23
4:21

7:02
7:00
6:58
6:57
6:55
6:53
6:52

8:17
8:15
8:14
8:12
8:11
8:09
8:07

* Copyright © 2007 IslamicFinder.org All rights reserved
You are invited to

Al Ihsan School’s Ramadan Iftar
Sunday, September 16 at the Islamic Center of Cleveland
Speaker: Br. Habeeb Quadri
“Raising Muslim Children in America”
Iftar followed by an Informal Fundraiser

