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From the Editor’s Keyboard
Al Ihsan Hifz School graduates first Hafiz
Assalamu-alaikum Cleveland!
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I

t was only recently that Al Ihsan Hifz School was established as an option for students interested in pursuing the noble goal of memorizing the Holy Quran. Yet,
Alhamdulillah, it has already produced its first hafiz - actually, a hafizah.
Naseeha Mohammed, a 9 year old fourth grader, became the
first graduate of Al Ihsan Hifz School. She completed her
hifz in 1.5 years, mashallah, under the tutelage of Hafizah
Ansam Suliman, the Director of the Hifz School.
Naseeha’s parents credit Sr. Ansam for their daughter’s
achievement. Naseeha’s mother, Shahla Husain said, “After
Allah’s help, it was Sr. Ansam’s dedication and commitment to the program that was responsible for our daughter’s
success. She started the Hifz program from scratch, and was Nine year old Naseeha
able to produce a hafizah in a year and a half - a truly re- Mohammed completed her
hifz in 1.5 years
markable accomplishment.”
In addition to Sr. Ansam, the Hifz staff also includes Sr. Hanan El-nour. Together,
they review not only the students’ new lesson, but the old ones as well. This process,
especially that of reviewing the students’ old lessons (those memorized weeks or even
months earlier), is critical for the retention of the memorized portions.
Al Ihsan Hifz School’s program is unique in that it does not compromise the student’s
academic studies. While working on her hifz, Naseeha also secured the advanced grade in the Ohio Achievement Assessment
● “While working
(OAA) test conducted by the Ohio Department of Education.
on her hifz,
This is a testament to the ideal mix of hifz and academics that
Naseeha also
secured the
the Al Ihsan program offers.
advanced
grade on the
Ohio Achievement Test.”

Alhamdulillah, the Cleveland Council of Masajid
reached a consensus regarding the beginning of
Ramadan and Eid.

The daily routine consists of Quran memorization in the morning and academic work in the afternoon. This allows the students to keep up with their studies, and to return seamlessly to
their regular school once their hifz is completed.

See page 4 for details.

Al Ihsan Hifz School started with three students and has grown to over ten. It enrolls
students in grades 3 to 5. For more information about the program, please call the
school at (216)676-5006.
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Jumah and Taraweeh Prayers during Ramadan

F

or your convenience, we have compiled a list of the Jumah and Isha prayers during Ramadan at the different
masajid in Cleveland area. Unfortunately, we could not get the information from all the masajid.

The Taraweeh prayers will start immediately after the Isha prayers at all the masajid. Please note that the Isha prayer
will be at 10:00 p.m. on the first day of Ramadan. The prayers may start earlier on subsequent days as the time of the
Isha prayer changes. The information also indicates whether the recitation of the entire Quran will be completed during the Taraweeh prayers (either led by a Hafiz or by the Imam reading from the Quran).

Imam: Br. Abbas Ahmad
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: No

Islamic Center of Cleveland
6055 W. 130th Street
Parma, OH 44130
(216)362-0786
Imam: Br. Sayed Abouabdalla
Jumah Khutba: 1:00 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

Uqbah Mosque Foundation
2222 Stokes Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44106
(216)791-8411
Imam: Br. Masud Laryea
Jumah Khutba: 12:30 p.m.
Isha: 9:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

Cleveland Muslim
Community Center
4600 Rocky Rive Drive
Cleveland, OH 44135
(216)676-9177
Jumah Khutba: 1:15 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

First Cleveland Mosque
3616 East 131st Street
Cleveland, OH 44103

Masjid Al-Nur
1251 East 99th Street
Cleveland, OH 44108
(216)231-9663
Imam: Br. Yunus Ali
Jumah Khutba: 1:55 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Masjid Al-Madina
1300 Reid Avenue
Lorain, OH 44052
(440)244-1361
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: No
Abu Bakr Musalla
12930 Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44111

.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes

MRI Society Masjid
9400 Detroit Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44102

Imam: Br. Hafizullah
Jumah Khutba: 1:30 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
MACE
25900 Chardon Road
Richmond Heights, OH 44143
(216)261-1413
Jumah Khutba: 12:45 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
Islamic Soc. of Akron & Kent
152 E. Steels Corner Road
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224
(330)922-9991
Imam: Br. Nader Taha
Jumah Khutba: 1:15 p.m.
Isha: 10:00 p.m.
Entire Quran to be recited during Taraweeh: Yes
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ICC Purchases Property behind the Masjid
By: Br. Fuad Hamed, President-Elect, ICC

O

n May 16, after months of intensive negotiations, the Islamic Center of Cleveland finally
signed the deal for the acquisition of the building and property immediately behind our masjid. The
property is located at 12333 Plaza Drive. The price that
was paid was $560,000, in addition to attorney fees and
inspection charges.
What is most important to us at this time is the proper
and beneficial utilization of this property. We, without a
doubt, need room for educational services. Our present
facilities are no longer large enough to accommodate the
three different schools that operate here. We also need a
Community Center. It is important that many of our
community functions, such as, weddings, engagements,
graduations, holiday celebrations as well as services for
the deceased be tied in with the masjid. The new facility
will provide us with ample room to accommodate hundreds of people. Along with the community center of our
existing building, weddings that require separate men
and women’s halls will be possible without being too
distant. The new property will also add to parking area
which becomes acute during our holidays.

The property at 12333 Plaza Drive behind the masjid.
our people lack the funds or the insurance to have regular routine health examinations.
A project of this magnitude must reflect the vision of the
future growth of our Muslim community. The area near
the masjid will experience growth in Muslim population
that will seek affordable housing. Businesses that serve
the community will eventually locate near the masjid.
As Muslim presence increases in the area, we can be a
positive and productive faction of city government and
city schools.
Play areas on the masjid grounds will provide our young
people with wholesome and safe recreation near their
homes, schools and their community centers.
All of this will not come easily or without cost. Just as
other ethnic and religious groups sacrificed to establish
their religious, cultural, and social institutions in America, so must we.
A great deal of costly renovation must be done before
Plaza Hall is ready for occupancy. We must contribute
our time as volunteers and also our funds to realize the
vision of a community, religious and social center - an
institution that we can all be proud of. This is an investment in the future of our coming generations.

Imam Sayed led members of the ICC into the new property with a dua.
The most exciting possibility is a medical facility or a
Muslim Clinic. Efforts are on the way to visit and learn
from existing clinics that accompany religious and social
institutions around the country. We are seeking doctors
of all specialties to volunteer some time to this endeavor.
We believe that this is a worthwhile goal since many of

Islam in America is no longer a stranger; our religious
facilities have to represent us in a most favorable fashion. They must be places of learning about Islam for ourselves as well as non Muslims.
If you have comments or suggestions about the utilization of the newly acquired property, please send your
comments to the ICC office at icc@iccleveland.org
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Council of Masajid reaches consensus!
Ramadan to begin on the same day at
most masajid across Cleveland

V O L U M E 4 , I SSU E 7

Masjid Al Islam is now Cleveland
Muslim Community Center (CMCC)

In an effort to unite the community, most of the local
masajid that are members of the Cleveland Council of
Masajid, agreed to observe the beginning of the holy
month of Ramadan on the same day.
In an important meeting held to discuss this issue, officers of the First Cleveland Mosque, Islamic Center of
Cleveland, Cleveland Muslim Community Center
(formerly Masjid Al Islam), Uqbah Mosque Foundation, and some other local mosques, agreed to follow
Makkah, Saudi Arabia to determine the first day of
Ramadan and Shawwal (Eid day).

ICC Ramadan Activities
 Taraweeh prayers daily after Isha prayer.
 Quran contest for ages 3 - 27 (Surah Al Dukhan).
 A special contest for sisters.
 The contest winners will be awarded prizes on the

The name of Masjid Al-Islam has been changed to Cleveland Muslim Community Center (CMCC). Br. Ayham
Abazid, president of the CMCC, said that the new name
describes the activities of the center more accurately.

Ramadan Activities across
Greater Cleveland
 First Cleveland Mosque: Quran Reading and Iftar
dinner every evening during Ramadan. The masjid
will also offer a community meal to the needy on
August 21 as part of its Project Maa’ida.

 The Islamic Society of Akron and Kent (ISAK)

 Special program during the last 10 days of Ramadan.

will have its eighth Annual Fundraising Dinner on
Saturday, August 21, at 4:00 p.m. Br. Safa Zarzour,
the ISNA Secretary General, will be the keynote
speaker.

 Guest Imams have been invited to lead Qiyam on

 MACE will host two Iftar dinners on Saturday, Au-

Laylat Al-Qader.

Laylat Al-Qader.

 Daily halaqua after the fajr prayer
 Discussion and question/answer session on fasting

gust 21 and September 4. The Eid dinner will be on
Saturday, September 18. All dinners will be at the
Highland Hts Community center, 5827 Highland Rd,
Highland Hts. OH 44143 .

and zakah every day between 2-5 p.m.

 Three Wake up for Fajr days for the youth
 Fundraising Iftar on Sunday, August 29. Tickets
will be available at the ICC office or bookstore. You
may also call (216)362-0786 to reserve seating

 Community Iftar Potluck to be held every Friday and
Saturday

 Annual Iftar for the ICC members will be held on
Sunday, August 22.

 Eid party (date to be announced) will be held in the
ICC Community Hall. Dinner, fun, and prizes for
entire family to enjoy.

We have the ideal combination for your child

High Quality Public School Education
in an
Islamic Environment
Introducing the

Al Ihsan Middle School Program
(Grades 6 - 8)
For details, please call:

(216)676-5006

(440)391-2912

If you reach our voicemail, please leave a message and
we will call you back
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The Young Huffaz of Cleveland

R

asulullah (SAS) said, “Whosoever recites the
Quran and practices upon its injunctions, the
reciter’s parents will be given a crown on the
day of Qiyamah. The brightness of that crown will be
more intense than the brightness of the sun in your actual house.” Rasulullah (SAS) further said, “What do
you think will be given to the Hafiz (reciter) of the Quran
himself?”
As the above hadith relates, the status of a hafiz/hafizah
(one who has memorized the entire Quran) is very high
in Islam. Alhamdulillah, Cleveland is blessed with several young huffaz, some of whom completed their hifz
recently. Inshallah, we will see more young huffaz in the
coming years as students graduate from Al Ihsan Hifz
School. Here is a list of the young huffaz we are aware
of in the Cleveland community. If you know of any other
hafiz/hafizah, please do inform us.
Many of us have prayed the taraweeh led by Imam
Sayed at the ICC. Alhamdulillah, his family itself has
three young huffaz - his daughters, Alaa and Esraa
Abouabdalla, and his son, Mussab Abouabdalla.
Hafizah Alaa Abouabdalla is a sophomore at Cleveland State University. She completed her hifz when she
was 15 years old.

Hafiz Mussab Abouabdalla
will be a high school senior this
academic year, Inshallah. He
completed his hifz at the age of
13. He assists his father during
taraweeh at the ICC.

Hafizah Esraa Abouabdalla completed her hifz last
year as a tenth grader at the age of 14. She and her siblings finished their hifz at home under the guidance of
their parents who are both huffaz themselves.
Hafiz Sohaib Najmi is the son of Sr. Asra and Br.
Saleem Najmi. He graduated from high school, and completed his hifz in Canada at the age of 18.

Hafiz Adam Syed, the son
of Sr. Shaakira and Br. Tanvir Syed, completed his hifz
last November at age 11.
Hafiz Adam chose a unique
path to hifz. He completed
his hifz in one year on the
phone at Darul Qasim, an
institution for higher islamic
learning, based in Chicago.
Darul Qasim has established Arabic and Tajweed classes
in Cleveland and plans to establish a Cleveland Darul
Qasim chapter in the next few months. For more information please visit www.darulqasim.org. During hifz,
Hafiz Adam kept up with his academic studies (grade 6)
at Al Ihsan School.
Hafizah Naseeha Mohammed, daughter of Shahla and
Sami Mohammed, is the first
graduate of Al Ihsan Hifz
School. She is one of the three
students with whom the
school started. She completed
her hifz three months back in
May. She will be in grade 5 at Al Ihsan this year.

ICC Fundraiser - August, 29
Please attend at the ICC Fundraiser on Sunday, Aug
29. The following are some of the expenses incurred at the center:
Recent expenses (already paid for):
 Plaza Drive property:
$560,000.00
 Masjid dome repair:
$255,000.00
Upcoming expenses (to be paid for):
 Plaza Drive remodeling:
 Maintenance/Employee salaries:
 Prayer hall carpet replacement:
 Exterior paint/repair:
 Interior paint/repair:
 Landscaping:
 Security system:

$150,000.00
$150,000.00
$ 65,000.00
$ 36,670.00
$ 27,500.00
$ 11,300.00
$ 5,000.00

It takes a significant amount of money to maintain
the center. So, please donate generously at the fundraiser.
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MRI Society Masjid on Detroit Avenue
By: Br. Zahid Siddiqi
Assalaam o Alaikum and Ramadan Mubarak,
Alhamdu-lillah, I am happy to report that the Masjid at
9400 Detroit Ave, the birth place of the Islamic Center of
Cleveland, is flourishing and doing well, thanks to the
generosity and support of the entire community.
Some of the services and improvements are noted below:
The Sunday School –There are about 70 registered
students, 3 paid and 2 volunteer teachers, with a host of
volunteer staff. The education focuses on Islamic studies, Arabic and the memorization of Surahs. Also, stress
is placed on Islamic etiquette. Transportation, to and fro
to the school, is arranged for those children whose parents cannot bring them. There are no fees charged to attend the school.
• Building & grounds -- Following improvements and
additions have been made:
1. An alcove was added to the back entrance of the
building, with racks for shoes.
2. The attic was cleaned up and improvements made, it
now has 2 small rooms with windows and electrical service.
3. The entire Masjid, including the basement has been
carpeted and painted.
4. The fence along the front has been replaced.
5. Additional toilet facilities were added in the basement and the wudu area was reworked and now has new
plumbing and tiles.
6. A pad has been poured in the back yard for a basketball court.
Ramadan 2010 – It is planned to provide iftar every day
and the services of a Hafiz have been retained to lead the
Taraweeh prayers every evening and Insha’Allah it will
culminate in Khat-mul Quran.

•

All this has been made possible by our community’s generosity and the volunteer efforts of too numerous to name
and I want to thank them all. I do, however, extend special thanks to brothers Kamal Tayah, Arif Usmani and
Anjum Bashir, under whose stewardship, the above has
been made possible.
Please find time to spend at least one evening at this Masjid during Ramadan.
The Masjid is paid for, but the running expenses for the
utilities, insurance, teaching staff, cleaning, stationary
etc add up to well over $1200 per month. So please,

portion out some of your yearly Zakah and Sadaqah
giving and support this Masjid for the miskeen. The
checks should be made out to MRI Society and mailed
to:
13963 Pearlview Drive, Strongsville, Ohio 44136
MRI Society is a tax exempt organization and receipts
will be issued for all donations.

Hajj
2010
Br. Ayham Abazid

ALHIKMA TRAVEL
12610 Lorain Ave., Cleveland, OHIO 44111
Phone: (216)671-4000
Fax: (216)671-4001
(877)29HIKMA
Alhikmatravel@hotmail.com

Tenatative dates: 11/10/2010 to 11/26/201
Package includes:

 Airfare on Saudi Airlines: IAD/JED/IAD (Available
from other US cities also; extra charges may apply)

 Airfaire: JED/MED
 4 nights in an apartment building located in Al
Shisha (Close to Mena. Access to your room during
Manasik. Only 4/5 person occupancy available)






3 nights in Dallah Taibah Hotel in Madinah
3 nights in Al Safwah Hotel in Makkah
Breakfast and Dinner in both Makkah and Madinah
Mena accommodation in air-conditioned tents in the
North American camp, serving breakfast, dinner,
fruits and refreshments

 Arafat accommodation in air-conditioned tents.
Breakfast, lunch, fruits and refreshment served

 Transportation in air-conditioned buses
 Rates per person:

Quad room: $5,695
Triple room: $5,995
Double room: $6,695
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Young Achiever
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Al Ihsan School & Al Ihsan Hifz School

An Appeal for Help during
Ramadan
By: Sami Mohammed
President, Al Ihsan Educational Foundation
Dear brothers and sisters:
Assalamu-alaikum and Ramadan Mubarak.

Ahmer K. Ghori, MD
Ahmer Ghori, son of Sr. Shanaz and Br. Abdulla Ghori,
was recently admitted to the Orthopedic Surgery Residency program at Harvard University. The residency at
Harvard is the culmination of a string of academic
achievements in Ahmer’s career.
Ahmer is a graduate of Mid Park High School in Middleburg Heights. He has been a District Champion and National Qualifier in the extemp speech competition of the
National Forensic League (NFL), a High School Speech
and Debate Honor Society. He was also a National Semifinalist in the extemp speech competition of the NFL.
After high school, Ahmer attended Miami University of
Ohio, and graduated with a 4.0 GPA in Economics and
Chemistry. He then graduated with distinction in research
from the medical school of the University of Michigan.
Ahmer is the primary author of nine medical publications. He is the recipient of numerous awards and scholarships. He has also held leadership positions in several
organizations.
The Cleveland Muslim is pleased to recognize Ahmer’s
achievements. We hope that he will serve as an inspiration and a role model to the youth of our community. We
pray to Allah to always keep him on the straight path of
Islam.
Note to our readers: Do you know of other Young
Achievers in your family or friends’ circle? Share their
stories through the columns of The Cleveland Muslim to
recognize their achievements and to inspire others. Email
us at info@clevelandmuslim.org

Al Ihsan Educational Foundation (AIEF) is the parent
organization that oversees the functioning of Al Ihsan
School (the only full-time Islamic school in Clevleand)
and Al Ihsan Hifz School (that recently graduated its
first hafiz). We have also started a new middle school
program this year, and will, Inshallah, have a high
school option soon.
In order to keep our tuition affordable, we subsidize it
heavily. Our budget deficit is covered by donations from
the community. After the help of Allah (SWT), we rely
completely on your support for our expenses. Due to the
current economic conditions, the 2009-10 academic
year, in particular, was a financial struggle for us.
We somehow managed to keep afloat. As we embark
on the 2010-10 academic year, I appeal to you to help us
continue to provide an Islamic educational environment
to our children.

Here are a few benefits of helping Al Ihsan:
 It is sadaqua jaariayah (perpetual charity)
 Inshallah, you will continue to be rewarded as long





as a child uses the knowledge gained at the Islamic
school
You can use your zakah to support Al Ihsan’s projects
You can directly impact the life of a Muslim child
You can gain the reward for helping a future
hafiz
You can shape the future of our coming generation

Please make your checks payable to:
Al Ihsan Educational Foundation
4600 Rocky River Drive
Cleveland, OH 44135
May Allah reward you for supporting the most important project - that of providing Islamic education to our
children to secure the future of Islam in America.

Date

Sunrise
6:32
6:33
6:34
6:35
6:36
6:37
6:38
6:39
6:40
6:41
6:42
6:43
6:44
6:45
6:46
6:47
6:48
6:49
6:50
6:51
6:52
6:53
6:54
6:55
6:56
6:57
6:58
6:59
7:00
7:01
7:02
Asr
5:25
5:24
5:23
5:23
5:22
5:21
5:21
5:20
5:19
5:19
5:18
5:17
5:16
5:15
5:15
5:14
5:13
5:12
5:11
5:10
5:09
5:08
5:07
5:06
5:05
5:04
5:03
5:02
5:01
5:00
4:59

Dhuhr
1:33
1:33
1:32
1:32
1:32
1:32
1:32
1:31
1:31
1:31
1:31
1:31
1:30
1:30
1:30
1:29
1:29
1:29
1:29
1:28
1:28
1:28
1:27
1:27
1:27
1:26
1:26
1:26
1:25
1:25
1:25

Maghrib
(Iftaar)
8:32
8:31
8:30
8:28
8:27
8:25
8:24
8:23
8:21
8:20
8:18
8:17
8:15
8:13
8:12
8:10
8:09
8:07
8:05
8:04
8:02
8:01
7:59
7:57
7:56
7:54
7:52
7:51
7:49
7:47
7:46

* Copyright © 2010 IslamicFinder.org All rights reserved

Day

Fajr
(Imsak)
Wed Aug 11 5:07
Thu
12
5:09
Fri
13
5:10
Sat
14
5:11
Sun
15
5:13
Mon
16
5:14
Tue
17
5:16
Wed
18
5:17
Thu
19
5:18
Fri
20
5:20
Sat
21
5:21
Sun
22
5:22
Mon
23
5:24
Tue
24
5:25
Wed
25
5:26
Thu
26
5:27
Fri
27
5:29
Sat
28
5:30
Sun
29
5:31
Mon
30
5:33
Tue
31
5:34
Wed Sep 1
5:35
Thu
2
5:36
Fri
3
5:38
Sat
4
5:39
Sun
5
5:40
Mon
6
5:41
Tue
7
5:42
Wed
8
5:44
Thu
9
5:45
Fri
10
5:46
9:58
9:57
9:55
9:53
9:51
9:50
9:48
9:46
9:44
9:42
9:41
9:39
9:37
9:35
9:33
9:31
9:30
9:28
9:26
9:24
9:22
9:20
9:18
9:16
9:15
9:13
9:11
9:09
9:07
9:05
9:03

Isha

Note: Prayer times from August 11 to September 10 are listed below.
However, this does not imply that Ramadan will begin on August 11.
To find out when Ramadan starts, please call your masjid on the evening of August 10.
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