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Combined Eid Prayer 
 
 

Inshallah, the entire 

Cleveland Muslim com-

munity will perform the 

Eid prayer together at La 

Villa Conference and 

Banquet Center 

 

See page 3 for details.  

Advertise in  

The Cleveland Muslim 
 

Publicize your business; 

Support your newsletter! 

Al Ihsan Hifz School graduates two more Hafiz 

Assalamu-alaikum Cleveland! 

T 
welve year old Azmina 

Mohammed and nine 

year old Rashed 

Awadallah recently became the 

second and third students of Al 

Ihsan Hifz School to complete 

the memorization of the Holy 

Quran, Alhamdulillah.  

 

Azmina and Rashed completed 

their hifz under the guidance of 

Hafizah Ansam Suliman, the 

Director of Al Ihsan Hifz 

School and Sr. Hanan Elnour. 

The teachers emphasize proper 

tajweed during memorization. 

 

Azmina, the daughter of Shahla 

and Sami Mohammed, has been 

with the Hifz school since its inception in October 2008. Last year, her 9 year old sis-

ter, Naseeha, became the first hafizah to graduate from the school. Azmina was in 

Grade 7 when she finished her hifz. She had to juggle the higher academic workload 

of her grade along with hifz. Alhamdulillah, she did well academically as well, secur-

ing an advanced grade in the Ohio Achievement Assessment. Al Ihsan’s program is 

designed for students to complete hifz without compromising their academic studies.   

 

Rashed, the son of Sr. Hadil and Br. Omar Awadallah, complet-

ed his hifz quickly in 1.5 years, masha’Allah. He started his 

hifz as a 3rd grader and finished while in Grade 4. He is a highly 

motivated student who worked hard on his hifz. Br. Ayham 

Abazid, who worked with Rashed during his hifz said, “Rashed 

is a student who not only works hard, but also has a genuine 

love for the Quran. For him, hifz was not just an assignment. It 

was something he thoroughly enjoyed. Hifz came naturally to 

him.” 

 

Alhamdulillah, Al Ihsan has produced three huffaz in less than three years. Inshallah, 

we will soon see some of Al Ihsan’s graduates assist our Imams during taraweeh.  For 

more information about the Hifz School, please call (216)676-5006. 
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Mohammed completed her 

hifz in 2.5 years 
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Al Ihsan obtains Tax Exempt Status 
 

 

Alhamdulillah, Al Ihsan Educational Foundation (AIEF) 

is now a Federal Tax Exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organ-

ization. 

AIEF is the umbrella organization that oversees the activ-

ities of: 

 Al Ihsan Preschool 

 Al Ihsan full-time Islamic School (K-5) 

 Al Ihsan Middle/High School Program (6-9) 

 Al Ihsan Hifz School 
 

Al Ihsan needs your donations 
 

Al Ihsan is dependent on your donations to keep afloat. 

This Ramadan, use your zakah or sadaqah dollars to sup-

port the only full-time Islamic School in Cleveland. This 

is sadaqh jaariya (perpetual charity).  Share the reward of 

the next young Muslim who learns to recite the Quran or 

the reward of the next Hafiz who graduates from the Hifz 

School!   

Your tax-deductible donations can be mailed to: 

Al Ihsan Educational Foundation 

4600 Rocky River Drive 

Cleveland, OH 44135 

Phone: (216)676-5006  

Srs. Janan, Mona, Amal and Ekram also successfully 

completed the Transition Resident Educator Program in 

2011 to obtain their 5 year teaching license along with 

Srs. Suhier Jabir (Kindergarten) and Lisa Hix 

(Director, Al Ihsan Preschool). Sr. Jennifer Andel 

(Grade 2)  completes the roster of licensed teachers at Al 

Ihsan.  

The Quran and Arabic Department at Al Ihsan, chaired 

by Sr. Nawal Jadallah, is the one that differentiates it 

from other schools. Al Ihsan successfully introduced the 

Nooraniyah method of teaching students how to read the 

Quran in 2008. Since then, Al Ihsan students from Kin-

dergarten and up are now able to read the Quran fluently. 

Quran teachers, Srs. Nawal Jadallah, Hizar Hussein, 

and Hanan Elnour received their Ijazah in the Noo-

raniyah method. Sr. Sahera Musa, who has been with 

the school since it was established is the senior Quran 

teacher. 

Al Ihsan’s highly qualified staff is the true reason behind 

its success. 

A 
t Al Ihsan School of Excellence, Principal  

Haleema Siddiqui pushes her students to strive 

for excellence. And what better way to teach the 

students than to show them personally how it is done! 

Sr. Haleema completed her Master’s Degree in Educa-

tion Administration while working full time as the prin-

cipal of Al Ihsan. Al Ihsan is the only full-time Islamic 

School in the Cleveland area. 

Completing her graduate degree within two years while 

working full-time at Al Ihsan was great achievement as 

her work often spilled over into the evenings and week-

ends. But what made her achievement truly remarkable 

was the fact that she graduated with a  perfect 4.0 GPA.  

After Allah (SWT), Sr. Haleema credits many in her 

family for her success. She says that the encouragement 

and support she received from her husband and in-laws 

made it possible for her to pursue her graduate studies. 

Her husband, Br. Shujaat Siddiqui, not only encouraged 

her to get started with her degree, but also motivated her 

to excel in her coursework. 

Sr. Haleema started as a third grade teacher at Al Ihsan 

in 2006. When a vacancy arose at the principal’s posi-

tion in 2008, she approached the Al Ihsan School Board 

for the job. The Board was initially hesitant due to her 

lack of experience, but they gave her the job mainly due 

to the initiative and confidence shown - a decision they 

haven’t regretted since then. 

After her appointment as the Principal of Al Ihsan, Sr. 

Haleema brought stability and professionalism to the 

position. Working closely with her staff, she instilled 

discipline and a strong work ethic at the school. Her big-

gest achievement was obtaining the charter from the 

Ohio Department of Education for the new branch of Al 

Ihsan School at the Islamic Center of Cleveland building 

in Parma.  

Other Teachers’ Achievements 
 

In addition to Sr. Haleema, the Al Ihsan School staff 

includes many other highly committed, qualified and 

licensed teachers. Sr. Amal Jamal, the third grade 

teacher, also completed her Master’s Degree in Curricu-

lum and Instruction (Early Childhood Education).  Five 

other teachers are currently pursuing their Master’s de-

gree. They are Srs. Araceli Harris (Grade 1), Janan 

Abdulrafi (Grade 4), Mona Salti (Grade 1), Ekram 

Jamal (Kindergarten), and Alia Aziz (Grade 2). 

Al Ihsan Principal leads by example - 

Completes Master’s degree with a 4.0 GPA 
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W 
e are one ummah. The ummah of Rasulullah 

(SAS). Alhamdulillah, Allah has given us an 

opportunity to display our unity as a single 

ummah. After a long time, it will now be possible for us 

to celebrate Eid together by performing the Eid prayer 

with our brothers and sisters at a single venue! 
 

Brs. Ali Faraj and Muqlis Mustafa recently bought the 

property at 11500 Brookpark Road, and converted it into 

a huge conference and banquet center. The center can 

easily accommodate over 4000 people. The brothers 

have graciously offered the banquet center free of cost to 

the Cleveland Muslim Community to conduct the Eid 

Prayer.  

The enormous size of the banquet center will ensure a 

congregation with adequate room for both brothers and 

sisters. That center has a huge parking lot as well. Mus-

lims from all masajid across Cleveland will unite and  

pray together, inshaAllah.  

We urge all our brothers and sisters to unite as a single 

ummah and perform the Eid Prayer together at La Villa.  

May Allah reward Brs. Ali Faraj and Muqlis Mustafa for 

making the combined Eid Prayer possible. 

All Muslims invited to pray as one community  

Combined Eid Prayer to be held at La Villa 

 

Directions: La Villa is located at the intersection of Brookpark Road and Chevrolet Boulevard 

From I-480 West: Take Exit #12B to W. 130th Street. Turn left on W. 130th St. after the exit. Then 

turn left on Brookpark Road. Drive 0.6 mile on Brookpark Road. La Villa will be on the left. 

From I-480 East: Take Exit #12 to W. 150th St./W. 130th St. Turn left on Brookpark Road after the 

exit. Drive 1.1 miles on Brookpark Road. La Villa will be on the left 

You are invited to join the entire Cleveland Muslim Community  for   
A Combined Eid Prayer 

at 

La Villa  Conference & Banquet Center 
11500 Brookpark Road 
Cleveland, OH 44130 

At 9:00 a.m. on the day of Eid 
(We will follow Makkah, Saudi Arabia to determine the day of Eid)  

 

Food, fun, and games for the kids after the prayer! 
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D 
arul Qasim, a Chicago-based institute for high-

er Islamic learning, has opened a Cleveland 

chapter with an office and classrooms located 

in Parma, OH. Courses beginning this fall include com-

prehensive Arabic and Quranic recitation (Tajweed). De-

tails of the Arabic curriculum can be found on the Darul 

Qasim webpage (www.darulqasim.org).  

The Quranic recitation curriculum is offered in four parts 

(A, B, C, and D). Students who complete part D and pass 

a comprehensive exam will obtain Ijaazah in the ri-

waayah of  Hafs 'An 'Aasim with a sanad (chain) con-

necting the student to the Prophet (S). A brief summary 

of each part follows: 

Part A: Arabic letters (makhaarij/sifaat), vowels, su-

koon, shaddah, madd, recitation of An-Naas, Al-Falaq, Al

-Ikhlaas, Al-Lahab 

Part B: Rules of Tajweed (Ahkaam), Recitation of An-

Nasr to Al-Fajr 

Part C: Detailed study of two classical tajweed poems 

(Tuhfat-ul-Atfaal and Muqaddamah Jazariyyah) 

Part D: Completion of detailed study and memorization 

of Muqaddamah Jazariyyah, recitation of entire Quran, 

granting of Ijaazah 

Courses are generally 1-2 hours per week, and are de-

signed for students who have full-time jobs or are en-

rolled in college or university full-time. All instruction is 

in English and course instructors have obtained Ijaazah 

in the material they teach. Courses are taught on a quar-

terly system (12-weeks per course). Tuition is $75 per 

month, per course. 

Ongoing courses include Arabic 101, Arabic 104/201, 

Quranic recitation Part C (Women) 

Upcoming courses include: 

-Quranic recitation Part A (Men): October 15th 

-Quranic recitation Part A (Women): January 2012 (exact 

date TBA) 

-Arabic 101: October 15th 

 

For more information and to register for courses, visit 

www.darulqasim.org Alternatively, you may contact us 

by sending an email to: suna.aziz1@gmail.com  

Darul Qasim opens Cleveland Chapter 

Indian Delight Restaurant 
Authentic Indian Cuisine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5507 Detroit Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44102 

Phone: (216)651-4007 
 

www.classicindianfood.com 
 

We offer catering services for all occasions 
 

 

 

 

Our specialty is 

Hyderabadi Biryani 

 

Indian Delight will delight your 

taste buds 
By: Shahla and Sami Mohammed 

 

W 
e had food catered by Indian Delight Restau-

rant at a recent function for our children. It 

gives us great pleasure to highly recommend 

their food and service. The food was delivered as prom-

ised and on time despite a heavy downpour on that day. 

We being from Hyderabad, India, were looking for that 

authentic Hyderabadi taste in the dishes. Indian Delight 

delivered that authentic taste as affirmed by our family 

and friends. Their Hyderabadi Biryani and Mirchi ka Sa-

lan, in particular, were outstanding. They even provided 

a couple of middle eastern dishes for our Arab guests.  

We unreservedly recommend Indian Delight to everyone. 

They are located on Detroit Avenue in Cleveland, be-

tween 54th and 57th Streets.  

 

 

http://www.darulqasim.org


Support the ICC Parking Lot Expansion Project 
Driveway will connect Masjid with the new property 
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T 
he scene shown in the picture below is wit-

nessed every week after the Jumah prayer at the 

ICC. Traffic congestion is a constant  problem 

after every Jumah or Eid prayer.  

The congestion is so severe that, at times, it takes almost 

45 min to exit the masjid. This causes a lot of problems 

to those who need to leave early to return to work after 

the prayer. The long times to leave the masjid have 

caused many to park illegally near the exit on the grass.  

The ICC purchased the property immediately behind the 

masjid last year. It now plans to connect the two proper-

ties by building a connecting driveway. The driveway 

will also provide an exit to Plaza Drive, thereby relieving 

the traffic congestion observed on Fridays. 

The project, will also add a parking lot. Approximately 

120 new parking spaces will be added to the existing 

ones at the masjid. These include about 40 spaces al-

ready available on the Plaza Drive property.  

Preliminary work has already started on the project that 

is estimated to cost $260,000. The community is urged 

to contribute generously to the project. 

The Proposed Driveway/Parking  Lot will cost $260,000 

 

New driveway to link the two buildings 

Masjid/

School 

Building 
New Building 

12333 Plaza Drive 



CAIR Hosts 8th Annual 

Sharing Ramdan Iftar 

M 
ore than 500 members of the Muslim and in-

terfaith community attended the 8th Annual 

"Sharing Ramadan" Iftar Banquet hosted by 

the Cleveland chapter of the Council on American-

Islamic Relations (CAIR-OHIO) on Sunday, August 7, 

2011. 

Muneer O. Awad, Esq., delivered the keynote address 

entitled “Why Islamophobia Matters and What You Can 

Do About It.” He challenged the growing tide of anti-

Muslim hysteria with a call to protect the religious free-

doms enshrined in the Constitution. He explained his suc-

cessful federal court challenge of the Oklahoma legisla-

ture’s passage of legislation to ban sharia and internation-

al law. 

Sr. Donna Wilhelm, ssj-tosf, received the I-CAIR Inter-

faith Award for helping to foster inter-religious under-

standing and cooperation in the Greater Cleveland area. 

In her acceptance speech, she spoke of St. Francis of 

Asissi’s journey to Egypt in 1219 during the middle of 

the Crusades on a mission of peacemaking, non-violence 

and reconciliation. 

"The purpose of this event is to help promote mutual un-

derstanding and harmony among all people,” said Dr. 

Ahmed Banna, president of the Cleveland Chapter of 

CAIR-OHIO. "We hope the hundreds of interfaith guests 

who attended the iftar got a taste of Ramadan hospitality 

along with a chance to make friends with their Muslim 

neighbors." 

  
 

Join Muslims from all across the Cleveland 

area for a record breaking blood drive! 
 

 

Masjid Uqbah 

Friday, September 16, 2011 

1:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Please register your time slot at 

masjidblooddrive@gmail.com 
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Donate Blood 

Every Drop Counts! 



Upcoming Events at Masjid Bilal 
(www.masjidbilalofcleveland.net) 

T 
he Palestinian Children’s Relief Fund (PCRF) 

held its annual fundraising dinner on August 13 

at the La Villa Conference and Banquet Center. 

PCRF is a non-profit organization dedicated to fighting 

the medical humanitarian crisis facing the children in the 

middle east. 

The program began with an introduction by Br. Fuad 

Hamed, President-elect of the Islamic Center of Cleve-

land. Then, Br. Steve Sosebee, the President and Founder 

of PCRF, spoke about the activities of the organization. A 

short film, “Inside the Mission,” was screened that de-

tailed the work of the PCRF. Br. Steve’s 14 year old 

daughter, Deema, spoke about how she and eleven other 

volunteers scaled Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in 

Africa to raise over $500,000. 

PCRF provides free medical care to the children caught 

in the crossfire in the middle east. Hundreds of medical 

procedures, including surgeries have been performed 

with their support. For more details, call PCRF at (330)

678-2645 or visit www.pcrf.net.   
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Wedding Wishes to our new couples 

 

S 
everal of our young brothers and sisters got mar-

ried recently, Alhamdulillah. The Cleveland Mus-

lim wishes them a happy married life. May Allah 

always keep them on the straight path of Allah. 

 

 Sr. Nemeh and Br. Talal Hamed had two weddings in 

their family. Their daughter, Miryam, married Saaid 

Mansour, and their other daughter, Islam was married 

to Ismael Hamed. 

 

 Nissar Suhail, the son of Sr. Huma and Br. Ehtesham 

Suhail, married Fatima Rukhsar, the daughter of Sr. 

Ayesha and Br. Navid Hussain. 

 

Zakat al Fitr 
 

Do not forget to pay Zakat al Fitr before the Eid Prayer. 

Please pay as soon as possible so that the funds may be 

distributed to the needy well before eid. 

 

Zakat al Fitr is at least $10 per member of your family.  

September 14, 2011 (8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 

 The Clyde Rahman Community Center will sponsor 

the 4th annual “Seniors are Jewels” Research Confer-

ence. The focus of this year’s conference will be the 

“Psychosocial Aspects of Aging.” The conference 

will be held in the Multicultural Center in the lower 

level of Masjid Bilal. 
 

October 15, 2011 

 The Masjid Bilal Dawah Committee will host the 

Family and Friends Unity Day. Dr. Nasir Ahmad will 

be the keynote speaker.  Vendors may reserve table 

space in advance for $10. For more information, 

please contact: 

 Br. Jesse Dawan (216)225-8894 

Sr. Tahirah S. Mujahid (216)466-1943 

 

Salaam Cleveland, in partnership with ASIA’s* Northeast 

Asian Women’s Leadership Initiative presents 

 

Harmonious Relationships & Peaceful 

Homes - An Islamic Perspective 
 

Lecture and Panel Discussion featuring renowned 

Muslim Social Service experts and activists 
 

 

Sr. Shahina Siddiqui - President and Executive Director, 

Islamic Social Services Association Inc. (ISSA) Canada 
 

Sr. Salma Elkadi Abugideiri - Co-Director, Peaceful 

Families Project(PFP). 
 

Sunday, September 18, 2011 

Islamic Center of Cleveland 
6055 West 130th Street, Parma, Ohio 44130 

 

12:00 - 2:00 p.m.: Lecture in the masjid 

2:30 - 4:30 p.m.: Panel discussion in the community hall 

featuring guest lecturers as well as local community lead-

ers and social activists. 
 

Refreshments provided. All are welcome! 
 

For details, contact:  

Sr. Humera Khan 440.442.8100 humkhan85@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

*ASIA: Asian Services in Action, Inc 

PCRF holds fundraiser 

at La Villa 
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* The Cleveland Community will follow Makkah, Saudi Arabia to determine the day of Eid 

We are One Ummah 

 

Let us pray the Eid Prayer together 

 

 

All Muslims are invited to pray the Eid Prayer together  

insha’Allah at: 

 

La Villa Conference and  

Banquet Center 

 

11500 Brookpark Road 

Cleveland, OH 44130 

 

9:00 a.m. on the day of Eid* 

 

For details, see page 3 


